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Lesson for June 20 
in this issue 





Lesson 12.—Hosea Pleads With Israel. 
Hosea 4:6 to 7:16. 


How Can We Prepare Our Children To 
Withstand the Temptations of the 
World? (Announcement) 

Notes on Open Letters: 

Is the Spirit of God Only an Influence? 466 

Knowing the Birds—and Their Maker. By 
Vance Havner .. . 

The Riders of the Apocalypse. XII. By 
Edgar Ainslie . 

International Uniform -Lesson 

C.E. Topic—Freedom in Worship. By John 
W. Lane, Jr. 

Victorious Life Conferences at 
Keswick . q 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. 


America’s 


Three Crosses 
By Helen Frazee-Bower 


HREE crosses on a lonely hill, 
A thief on either side, 
And, in between, the Son of God .:. 
How wide the guif—how wide! 


Yet one thief spanned it with the words, 
“Oh, Lord, remember me”; 

The other scoffed and turned aside 
To lost eternity. 


Forsaken is the hilltop now, 
And all the crosses gone, 

But in believing hearts of men 
The center cross lives on. 


And still, as when these sentinels 
First met earth’s wondering view, 

The presence ofethe Lord divides— 
Upon which side are you? 


yw 
“In God We Trust” 


Though much is wrong with the 
United States, yet it abounds in reasons 
for thanksgiving. One good indication is 
the introduction on April 8 of the new 
8-cent postage stamp showing the Statue 
of Liberty and the motto, “In God We 
Trust.” These words first appeared on 
our coins in 1864 and were “largely due 
to the increased religious sentiment and 
the dreaded crisis of the Civil War.” 
Secretary of the Treasury S. P. Chase 
had received a.number of appeals from 
devout persons throughout the country 
urging that the Deity be recognized 


suitably on our coins. In 1861 he wrote 
the director of the mint at Philadelphia 
that “no nation can be strong except in 
the strength of God, or safe except in 
His defense. The trust of our people 
in. God should be declared on, our 
national coins”; and he issued the order, 
“You will cause a device to be prepared 
without unnecessary delay with a motto 
expressing in the fewest words possible 
this national recognition” (“Notes on 
Open Letters,” S. S. Tres, Sept. 2, 1950). 
A recent release from the Post Office 
Department now declares: “At the re- 
quest of thousands of persons who have 
urged the Post Office Depattment to 
issue a regular stamp with a religious 
sentiment, the new 8-cent Statue of Lib- 
erty stamp carries the inscription of ‘In 
God We Trust’ arched over the symbolic 
torchbearer which stands at the entrance 
of New York harbor on Bedloe’s Island. 
Under this symbol of freedom that thrills 
returning citizens and visitors to the 
United States is the word ‘Liberty.’” 
Postmaster General Summerfield said: 
“The symbolism of God and country in 
this . . . stamip marks the first time that 
a religious tone has been incorporated 
into a regular or ordinary stamp, as dis- 
tinguished from a commemorative stamp 


which is discontinued aftér the initial 
printing order. . . . The inscription ‘In 
God We Trust’ sums up the religious 
faith that has always been and is today 
the bulwark of this nation—and its 
greatest source of strength. This stamp 
rededicates our faith in the spiritual 
foundations upon which our Government 
and our nation rests and without which 
no Government or nation could endure. 
Since this new stamp will be used pri- 
marily for the first ounce of regular 
international mail, it is a ‘postal ambas- 
sador’ which will go abroad at the rate 
of about 200 million or more stamps a 
year.” Granted that we need to be 
warned of evil and go further than this 
motto, yet we ought not to be blind to 
the blessings we do have. Many a critic 
of the United States would be cured by 
three months in Communist captivity; 
and those who have traveled extensively 
or lived outside the country know what 
a welcome sight it is, as they near these 
shores again, to see the Statue of Liberty 
or Golden Gate Bridge, and the Stars 
and Stripes waving in the breeze. Let 
us be thankful that our Government has 
Seen fit to use the motto in an official 
way; and endeavor as Christians really 
to live it out in our daily lives. 


Racing Against Time 


An editorial by Arthur Hedley of England 


OFESSOR J. H. DELARGY of 
Publin University, who is director 
ofthe Irish Folk Lore Association, 

has been\interviewing hundreds of aged 
men and women who still retain in their 
memories the ancient tales, legends, songs, 
poems, and proverbs of Ireland. He dis- 
covered an old woman who knew 600 
tales and ballads. One old man told an 
Irish story 36,000 words long. Another 
man, aged eighty-four, was found relat- 


ee —— 
Comfort for Dark Days 








“For the Lord thy God is a mer- 
ciful God; he will not forsake thee, 
neither destroy thee, nor forget 
the covenant of thy fathers which 
he sware unto them” (Deut, 4:31). 




















ing his stories to a stone wall so that 
he would not forget them. But these 
old people with their amazing knowl- 
edge of Irish folklore have little time 
left to them, and Professor Delargy says 
that in seeking to make contact with 
them before death claims them he is 
“racing against time.” ; 
Throughout man’s lifetime he is en- 
gaged in a race with time. This race 
begins at birth when we are born at a 
certain moment of time, on a certain day, 
in a certain month amd year. Time for 
us ends at death when we are ushered 
into eternity. In this race with time 
man is inevitably the loser, because it 
is the last lap that counts, and no matter 
how hard he may try to evade death he 
is always beaten at last. Science has 
tried in various ways to rejuvenate man, 
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to extend his life far beyond threescore 
years and ten. Russian scientists, hav- 
ing rejected the Christian revelation of 
a life hereafter as a myth, have had to 
find some crumb of comfort to satisfy 
man’s instinct and longing for immor- 
tality. The promise of -longevity here 
is the drug they give to make man in- 
sensible to the fact of death. They 
promise that in a future Communist 
state man will live not seventy years 
but over double that span of time, and 
he will have such a long and happy ex- 
istence that he will die quite contented 
and without the least desire for that life 
eternal promised by Christianity. 

Man is so reluctant to face up to the 
fact of death because his chances of 
avoiding it are absolutely hopeless. In 
the brilliant biography of Madame Curie, 
written by her devoted and gifted daugh- 
ter, we are told how she rejected the 
Christian faith, and yet wistfully longed 
to possess the same means of succor and 
consolation as her Christian friends-en- 
joyed. When death drew near the 
thought of dying was most repugnant to 
her. She fought hard against it, and 
doctors and loved ones, when they knew 
death was near, conspired together to 
deceive her to save her much distress 


of mind. Death can be a terrible thing ~ 


to those who believe it means utter ex- 
tinction, the final end of the individual. 


God gives to every man his time, with 
a beginning and an end to his temporal 
existence. Because man is conscious that 
he is engaged in a race with time, and 
that at the end of the course he cannot 
avoid defeat, he is seized with a sort 
of time-panic, which influences his 
thoughts, his decisions, and actions in 
various ways. He knows that if he 
doesn’t do certain things within a certain 
time it will be too late. A friend who 
is thinking of emigrating to South Af- 
rica said to me, “I’m now in my thirties, 
and if I don’t hurry up I shall be too 
late.” 

Time is precious to the man who 
thinks, who wants to put’ every passing 
moment to the best possible use. The 
consciousness of the approach of the day 
when our eyes will close upon this mortal 
scene, and time for us will be no more, 
explains many of the features which are 
typical of modern life. It explains why 
the materialist, who leaves God and eter- 
nal things out of his reckoning, hastens 
to extract all the enjoyment he can out 
of the present. “Let us eat, drink, and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die” is his 
slogan. A solicitor, whom I often met in 
my youth and whose godly mother I 
knew well, became president of a soci- 
ety that rejected the Christian revelation 
and denied the existence of God. At 
the annual banquet when “he raised his 
glass to give a toast to the future, he 
said, “Let us eat, drink, and be merry, 
for tomorrow—” but he never ended the 
sentence, for death suddenly overtook 
him, and the banquet terminated imme- 
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diately. “If this life be all and other 
life awaits us not,” then it is*reasonable 
that man should get all the pleasure he 
can and do all he wants to do before the 
end comes. } 

The man who trusts implicitly in 
Christ for salvation, for eternal life, is 
saved from ghe timé-panic which seizes 
those who live only for time and give 
no thought to things spiritual and eter- 
nal. For him the tension of the time- 
panio is removed, seeing he is now a 
child of the eternal and has his eyes 
set on a goal beyond death. He looks 
now at time differently: it is a period 
of waiting, decision, probation, prepara- 





How Can We Prepare Our Children 
To Withstand the 
Temptations of the World? 


HAT can Christian fathers 

and mothers do to keep their 
children from picking up swear 
words and dirty talk which they 
are bound to hear other children 
and grownups use? How can - 
young children be taught that 
dancing is wrong, when they are 
taught gertain forms of it in the 
lower grades and know that prac- 
tically all high school boys and 
girls dance? How can they be 
guarded against the teachings of 
evolution, which may undermine 
their faith in the Bible? 

Mrs. Carol E. Miller, the mother 

of four children, who has been a 
schoolteacher, has written three 
unusually fine articles on early 
Christian home training. The titles 
are: “Preparing: Your Child for 
School,” “Helping Your Child To 
Meet School Problems,” and “The 
Christian Child and His School 
Lessons.” She answers the ques- 
tions asked above, from the Bible 
point ef view and with thoroughly 
practical suggestions. But she does 
much more, for she has succeeded 
in helping her children to have 
a positive, wholesome attitude 
toward their school studies. Her 
articles will be most valuable to 
all Christian fathers and, mothers 
of young children. They will be 
published in the issues of June 
12, 19, and 26, 
_ Here is a good opportunity for 
subscribers to make the TImMeEs 
known to Christian fathers and 
mothers who do not take it. Why 
not. give them an 18-weeks’ sub- 
scription for $1, which will bring 
Mrs. Miller’s three fine articles and 
many other good things? Sub- 
scriptions designating the series 
should be sent at once to The Sun- 
day Schoel Times Company, 325 
N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
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tion. The Communist is in a terrible 
hurry to establish his promised heaven 
on, earth, and he is prepared to sacrifice 
all ethical values and to uSe violence to 
gain his end. His very haste would seem 
to indicate his fear that this new heaven 
will never come, or that those nations 
subject to the Soviet State may rise 
and throw off their subjection. 

The true believer not only prays, “Thy 
will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”; 
he earnestly endeavors to.do His Lord’s 
will. He knows that this prayer can 
only be fulfilled as an ever-increasing 
number of men and women cease to 
be self-willed, and dedicate themselves 
to the doing of God’s will. But he is 
not dependent on this goal. He is under 
no illusion, for he knows that, at the 
very best, God’s will will be imperfectly 
realized while Satan is abroad, and men’s 
hearts and lives are dominated by self 
and sin. The believer knows that much 
so-called progress is in reality retro- 
gression; that things will go from bad 
to worse; yet he goes on not despond- 
ently, not excitedly, but calmly, hope- 
fully, because his ultimate hope is not 
based on what can be achieved within 
time, but upon the realization of the 
divine purpose which sets an end to time, 


(Continued on page 481) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is the Spirit of God 
Only an Influence? 

In connection with the Sunday school 
lesson of March 28, “The Guidance of 
the Spirit,” John 16: 1-13, our Bible class 
teacher made the statement that there 
is a great difference between “The 
Holy Spirit,” who is a person, and the 
“Spirit of God,” which is an influence 
going out from God, 

Would you kindly give your belief 
and understanding of this question in 
“Notes on Open Letters”? Thank you. 
—A Canadian reader, 


The Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghost, is one 
of the three Persons of the Trinity, and 
He is referred to in Scgipture by various 
names. The Holy Spirit exercises a 
powerful influence over the hearts of 
men, through the written Word and the 
lives and testimonies of believers; but 
He does this as a person, not a mere in- 
fluence. The names, “the Holy Spirit” 
and the “Spirit of God,” are used inter- 
changeably in Scripture, as may be seen 
from the following examples. 

“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went 
up straightway out of the water: and, 
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him” 
(Matt, 3:16), “And straightway coming 
up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit like a dove de- 
scending upon him” (Mark 1:10). The 
(Continued on page 481) 
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‘Knowing the Birds—and Their Maker 


Both take time, patience, and effort 





I remember ordering my first bird 

guide by mail when I was a little 
boy on the farm. What a great day 
when it arrived, and what a new world 
it opened to me! Away at boarding 
school I am afraid I listened to some 
feathered songster outside the classroom 
window when I should have been hear- 
ing about the mysteries of algebra. The 
old school principal used to say that if 
he were looking for me he would go 
down to the creek, for I was usually 
there perched on a rock looking for 
birds. Bird study was a lifesaver for 
me, physically. It got me outdoors and 
strengthened a frail constitution. . 

I am a bird lover still I am not an 
expert by any means. I do not major 
on how many different kinds of birds 
I can identify. I am often puzzled by 
a new species. I have a good time en- 
joying thém, and of course there is a 
thrill when I discover a warbler I have 
not known before. 

God has given us two books. In the 
book of nature He has revealed Himself 
as Creator. In the Bible He has re- 
vealed Himself as a Father through His 
Son. In both books we learn of God, 
but in one we see the art of God and 
in the other the heart of God. There 
is no saving knowledge for the soul in 
the book of nature. That comes only in 
the revelation of Christ, the Living Word, 
as given in the Written Word. But our 
Lord Himself filled His sermons with 
illustrations from nature and told us to 
consider the fowls of the air. 


The Tragedy of Not Knowing God 


There are some rules about knowing 
birds that apply also to knowing God. 
It is a tragic thing to know the Creator 
and ‘not know the Father. I am think- 
ing of a great naturalist who was a past 
master in writing of the packs of .bees 
and birds and brooks and blossoms and 
butterflies. But he did not know Jesus 
Christ. He knew the art of God, but not 
the heart of God. That is like knowing 
the garden, but not the Gardener! 

One way to know birds is to buy a lot 
of books about birds and read up on 
the subject. One may be able to con- 
verse intelligently about birds that way, 
but it is all second-hand. There is no 
joy of finding birds for yourself in the 
woods and by the waters. You do not 
really know the birds that way, you 
only know about them. You are just an 
armchair ornithologist. 

Some people know the Lord that way. 


I HAVE been a bird. lover all my life. 


Paul knew whom he.had believed, and , 


his desire was “that I may know him,” 
not just about Him. One may read about 
Jesus Christ, talk intelligently about 


Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green! 
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen: 
Birds with gladder songs o’erflow, 
Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 
Since I know, as now'I know, 
I am His, and He is mine. 
—Wade Robinson 


No one can appreciate the won- 
ders of nature so fully as one who 
sees in them God’s handiwork. In 
the Nineteenth Psalm David spoke 
of God’s world and God’s Word, and 
Vance Havner has an unusual knowl- 
edge of both. He is one of our best 
Christian essayists, having a delight- 
ful literary style, and at the same 
time presenting the old truths with 
a freshness that drives them home. 
All who love birds and the Bible 
will enjoy this meditation. 





Him, speak the language of those who . 


know Him, even preach and give lec- 
tures about Him and work in His name; 
but to such who only know about Him 
He will say, “Depart, I never knew you.” 
It is important to read books about birds, 
and it is important to read books about 
God, but looking at pictures of birds is 
one thing, and seeing birds for yourself 
is another; just so, reading about the 
things of God is one thing, and meeting 
the Lord for oneself is another. Job 
said, “I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth 
thee.” Knowing the Lord by hearsay 
is not knowing Him “by heart.” One 
is a report; the other is a reality. 
Another way to know the birds is to 
tramp the woods and wade the swamps 
looking for them. It takes effort and 
sweat and patience. It means defying 
gnats and mosquitoes and snakes and 
briars and weather. It means disap- 
pointments, for just when you .get near 
a bird you have looked for all day, he 
may suddenly take off for parts un- 
known. It is no picnic, and if one does 
not have, heart for it, he will give up in 
disgust and go to a muSeum, where he 
can look at stuffed birds, (Some do that 


, Spiritually _when they are content to sit. 


in libraries and read biographies of men 
who walked with God—instead of walk- 
ing with God themselves!) 

It takes effort to know God. We are 
not saved by self-effort; but after we 
are saved, if we are to press on in the 
things of the Spirit, we must stir up 
ourselves to take hold of God and we 
must ‘stir up the gift of God within us. 
The Word of God bids us to strive to 
enter in at thé strait gate; to give dili- 


By VANCE HAVNER 


gence to make our calling and election 
sure; to ask and seek and knock, a pro- 
gressive and increasing intensity in 
prayer. We must make it our supreme 
business, our chief concern. The deep 
secrets of the Word of God.and Chris- 
tian experience do not come to us while 
we nap in easy chairs. We do not be- 
come saints in our sleep. It takes pre- 
vailing prayer and midnight oil and pa- 
tience and blood and sweat and tears 
sometimes. There will be discourage- 
ments and disappointments and failures. 
Paul was a city man and maybe not 
much of a naturalist, so he used figures 
from the athletic field; but he spoke the 
language of effort: he wrestled, he 
fought, he ran the race, he did ‘not beat 
the air. Some bird lovers work harder 
contending with poison and sunburn and 
insects and snakes looking for one bird’s 
nest than some Christians ever labor in 
order to learn the deep things of God. 
Dr. Torrey used to say that those Chris- 
tians who have reached such an exalted 
state that they never. need to engage in 
sanctified effort in prayer and other- 
wise have certainly gotten beyond our 
Lord Himself in this respect, 


More Than a Vacation 


Knowing the birds involves work. 
Following on to know the Lord is no 
holy picnic or spiritual hay ride. It is 
not done in the energy of the flesh, but 
it does call for the use of sanctified 
energy of body, mind, and spirit. Spir- 
itual secrets are not brought to us on 
silver trays. There is a holy quest and'a 
heavenly pursuit, and we must give our 
hearts to it and make it our business. 
Ours is a vocation, not a vacation. The 
saints who have found the rarest treas- 
ures have scaled ‘heights to reach them. 
There is a popular tra-la-la version of 
Christianity abroad that would seem to 
be,only a better way to have a good 
time. God’s men in times past did not 
So understand it. There was a cross and 
a conquest. It was a pilgrimage, not a 
picnic; a fight and not ‘a frolic. 

There is another way to know the 
birds. You can sit still and let them 
come to you. This sort of passivity is 
often very rewarding. For hours I 
chased a black-throated blue warbler all 
over a patch of woods. My neck ached 
and my arms were weary from holding 
binoculars. I was about to go home 
when this tiny sprite came close and 
obligingly sat within good view, preen- 
ing himself, and saying what sounded 
like, “Here I be; see, see me,” as if re- 
proaching me for being so stupid as not 
to be able to find him. I had the same 
experience with a redstart, that little 
orange and ,black torch of the green 





YLOR UNIVERSITY LIBRAR 








468 (4) 


woods. Not all things come to him who 
waits, but some birds pay the patient 
watcher a visit on their own. 

This is the day of the Go-getter. They 
get a great many things, including high 
blood pressure. But some of life’s best 
things elude the Go-getters.. You just 
can’t run them down and take them by 
force. Maybe we ought to give the Go- 
getters a rest and say a good word for 
the Stand-stillers. “Be still, and know 
that I am God.” “Stand still, and see 
’ the salvation of the Lord.” “Stand still, 
and consider , the wondrous works of 
God.” We have almost lost the art of 
reflection, of contemplation, of medita- 
tion. Elijah wants to be calling down 
fire on Carmel in a spectacular demon- 
stration of the power of God when he 
needs to move to the cave and let God 
visit him with the still, small voice that 
he may learn more about the presence of 
God. Not all spiritual prizes are taken 
by force aggressively. Some of the best 
secrets of the Most High elude that kind 
of pursuit. 

To wait on God, no time is lost; 

Wait on. 

It takes time to cultivate a holy quiet- 
ness. Prayer is not a soliloquy. It is a 
two-way conversation. The richest music 
from Heaven comes often, like bird 
songs, when we get still and let God 
speak. I do not mean making one’s mind 
a blank and then imagining that the 
first thought one has is from the Lord. 
It may be from the Devil unless we are 
guided by the Word and by the Spirit. 

Then, of course, one can know the 
birds better by using means and helps 
such as field glasses, building bird 
houses, taking pictures, What a thrill 
was mine when with binoculars I 
brought: right before me a wood thrush 
who had no idea I was watching him 
sing at such close range! God has pro- 
vided means of grace by which Heaven 
is brought near. 

We kneel and all around us seems to 

lower; ° 
We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 
Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and 
clear. 
—R. C. Treneh. 


Worship brings the spiritual world into 


clearer focus and enlarges the range of. 


our vision. 

How often irf the woods what was an 
indistinct blur of feathers became a long- 
sought warbler when my binoculars 
caught him! And how often have I had 
dull days when Heaven seemed far away 
and only earth was real and then, a 
book, a song, a sermon... and lo, what 
was dim and fuzzy took shape and color! 

If, on a clear night, you stood watch- 
ing the stars and a friend offered you 
the use of a telescope, how foolish you 
woyld be to say, “Why should I confine 
my looking to that narrow tube when 
I can scan the skies with my own eyes?” 
Yet God has provided in His Word a 
telescope by which we may see more 
of things heavenly in a moment than we 
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could ever see with our unaided vision. 
The best way to study birds is to use 
all the approaches I have indicated. The 
sameé rule applies to the thing’ of God. 
Read books about God and His Son. 
Indeed, all rests on one Book, for John 
3:16 depends on 2 Timothy 3:16. Make 
the ‘knowledge of God your supreme 
business, He is found of them who seek 
Him ‘early and who search for Him with 
all their hearts. Be still and commune 
with Him in your heart. Let not the 
noise of this world or even your own 
religious activities drown out His whis- 
per. The question is not, “Is God speak- 
ing?” but, “Are you listening?” Use 
every means to improve your vision. 
You must love birds and enjoy them, 
or bird study will be a distasteful and 
boring business. You must have a heart 
for it. You will not be a bird student 
if you are not a bird lover. And the 
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pursuit of God is foolishness to the natu- 
ral man. To speak of it to him is to 
cast pearls before swine. He must have 
a new heart and the love of God shed 
abroad in it by the Holy Spirit. Then 
to know the Lord and make Him known 
will be the absorbing passion of his life. 
If we do not love the Saviour, churches 
and sermons and spiritual books will 
have no charm. But when we love Him, 
we want to learn of Him and live like 
Him. 

Which reminds me, in closing, that 
some bird clubs get more excited over 
their hikes and huddles than some 
churches ever get aroused over getting 
out the best news in all the world. A 
bird lover, I have observed, gets pretty 
enthusiastic about his subject. Shame 
on us Christians if, in a day of God’s 
good tidings, we hold our peace! 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


XII. The Riders of the Apocalypse 


: Their terrible judgments upon the earth 


OW, as the sixth chapter of Revela- 
tion begins, the great moment has 
arrived and the seals are to be broken. 
As soon as the Lamb has broken the 
first seal, the strange voice of the living 
creature is heard. It is not the tender 
voice of mercy, or the pleading of the 
love of Calvary, or the sweet invitation 
of God’s matchless grace, but the deaf- 
ening roar of thunder, the voice of Sinai 
which now is to judge the world for the 
outraged Law of God—that Law which 
has been defied for ages. Thunder is the 
language of retribution (Exod. 9:27). It 
makes the stoutest heart tremble. It is 
not an invitation to the seer to come 
and see, but the invitation of the living 
creature to the great actors of this drama 
of judgment to appear on the stage of 
time. The fateful hour has struck. As 
the Lamb, our Lord becomes the Admin- 
istrator of this great estate of nature. 
He is to act now as the Kinsman-Re- 
deemer. The -living creatures here be- 
come His chosen agents to enforce His 
plans. As such: they call in thunderous 
tones, “Come,” “Come,” “Come,” “Come.” 
What do these horses and their respec- 
tive riders represent? A hors®in Scrip- 
ture is the symbol of strength, of swift- 
ness, and of conquest. These horses rep- 
resent human agencies under the control 
of Satanic powers. The symbol of the 
horse then would convey to our minds 
the thought that they are to be irresist- 
ible, powerful, 

Who is the rider of the white horse? 
No name is,given to identify this rider. 
The only names given in the vision are 
in the breaking of the fourth seal. 


first horse is white. Numerous attempts 
have been made to identify its rider. 
Some have maintained ‘that he is the 


The. 


By EDGAR AINSLIE 


Lord Jesus, coming back to this earth 
as the Prince of Peace, going forth in 
peaceful conquest to establish His mil- 
lennial reign. A careful study of Scrip- 
ture will soon correct this view, and will 
reveal to the student of prophecy some 
interesting facts about our Lord’s per- 
sonal return to this earth. After this 
first rider will follow devastation, blood- 
shed, universal war, and horrors never 
known before to the human race. After 
Christ returns as Prince of Peace, wars 
will forever cease, mankind will be 
blessed as never before, bloodshed will 
be banished, and the whole world will 
enjoy the smile of God in blessing. Our 
Lord as rider of a white horse will ap- 
pear, but not until after the seven years 
of Judgment introduced by these four 
riders (Rev. 19:11). 

Some have said that here we have 
pictured athe peaceful conquest of the 
Gospel going forth to all the world be- 
fore the end shall come. Read prayer- 
fully 2 Thessalonians 2, and all becomes 
so plain. The rapture of the Church 
closes the day of grace, the Holy Spirit 
is withdrawn, and, as far as Christen- 
dom is concerned, the light of the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God is offered to 
them no longer. They are abandoned to 
the satanic delusions of the apostate age. 

Two “princes of peace” are destined to 
appear on earth. These princes are 
found in Revelation. The last one is the 
true Prince of Peace, which argues that 
the first one must be a counterfeit. 
Turning back to Daniel we discover the 
clue to. the identity of the first white 
horse rider. Daniel’s prophecy of sev- 
enty weeks centers around Israel, her 
land, and her Messiah. The weeks are 
weeks of years. The total would be 490 
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years to consummate the crowning part 
of the prophecy. It begins with the re- 
building of the City of Jerusalem, not the 
rebuilding of the Temple by Ezra 
(Neh. 2). The prophecy, to state it 
briefly, is divided into four parts, the 
total of years being 70x7, or 490 years. 
The first seven weeks dates from the 
restoration of the City of Jerusalem after 
the midnight survey of Nehemiah in the 
twentieth year of the reign of Arta- 
xerxes Longimanus, 445 B.C., Nisan, The 
second is 62 weeks of years, or 434 years, 
ending with the cutting off of the Mes- 
siah. This would give 434 plus 49, or 
483 years. This period was completed 
when ouf Lord officially rode upoa the 
back of a borrowed ass into the City of 
Jerusalem and was rejected by the rep- 
resentatives of the Jewish nation. On 
that very day of His triumphant entry, 
these 69 weeks were finished exactly 
to the day, and the Messiah was cut off 
in death shortly afterward. Thus the 
Cross severed Israel’s covenant connec- 
tion with Jehovah. She lost all her 
claims on God in that fateful cry in the 
judgment hall, “We have no king but 
Caesar.” Taking sides with Satan, Is- 
rael took sides against her God and His 
chosen Messiah. Since that day a veil 
has been upon her heart. Cast off by 
God, she has been a nation without a 
city, a Temple, a sacrifice, and many 
other national blessings (Hos. 3:4). This 
was ‘predicted by her Messiah in His 
Olivet discourse (Matt. 24). 


God’s Stopped Clock 


The cutting off of the Messiah by a 
violent death, cruel but vicarious, stop- 
ped the prophetic clock of God, and, 
since Calvary, time fon Israel is no 
longer measured by God, this age of 
grace being a parenthetical age or dis- 
pensation. No mention of any events 
transpiring between the end of this 
period and the beginning of the seven- 
tieth week is made, nor is the length 
of intermediate age of grace given. 

The third division is the last week of 
years. This is divided into two parts. 
The latter half is the more important 
of the two. This is by far the most im- 
portant space of time in the “times of 
the Gentiles.” The Book of Revelation 
deals with these three and one-half 
years more in detail than any other por- 
tion of the Scriptures. Be sure to link 
Daniel and Revelation together when 
studying these years. The Jew will be 
back in his land; he is going back to- 
day in unbelief. Great movements are 
forging ahead today, and this subject 
is claiming world attention. The pres- 
ent movements in Palestine are most 
Significant, and they demand earnest but 
cautious attention on the part of the 
prophetic student, 

The rider of the first white horse is 


a world conqueror—irresistible, great. . 


He holds a bow. To his crownless brow 
is given a crown, Invincible, he sweeps 
all his foes away, and marches as a 
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mighty world conqueror, because no op- 
posing -foe can stay his hand. Keeping 
this in mind, ahd the outline of the last 
prophetic week of Daniel’s prophecy, we 
can, by linking the two together, iden- 
tify the horse and its rider. He is the 
coming false prince of peace. He ap- 
pears on earth to counterfeit the true 
Prince of Peace, Israel’s coming Mes- 
siah, who is to usher in the Kingdom 
and the millennium, so glorious and 
abiding in its glory and blessings. En- 
tering the Land of Palestine as a friend 
of the Jew, he will sign a solemn cove- 
nant with Israel granting them sov- 
ereign rights as a nation, restoring to 
them their Temple worship ‘and Sacri- 
fices for seyen years (Dan. 9:27). As 
soon as the national sovereignty of Is- 
rael is recognized by this great con- 
queror and her covenant of protection 
signed, the pendulum of God's clock 
again begins to swing, and time is meas- 
ured again, This prophecy now begins 
to be history. It can be easily seen that 
this white horse rider is the Roman 
prince of an empire that must ‘Tise again 
to fulfill the great prophecies of the 
Book of Daniel.. While the full, details 
are not disclosed, it reasonably supposes 
the Roman Empire, rebuilt and revived 
by this great monarch of the future. 

We must not confuse the first phase 
of this empire with the dragon-con- 
trolled state outlined in Revelation 13. 
The first might be called the political 
rise, the second its satanic rise, when 
this resurrected Roman Empire will pass 
into the absolute control of the “dragon” 
and his hordes of demons from the abyss. 

The false-prince of peace will bring 
to the world what it has long desired— 
a warless world, a millennium, a utopia, 
when men will change the machinery of 
war into the implements of peace. The 
whole world will welcome this prince 
of pea®e, and what a triumphant career 
he will have! The advent of this peace- 
ful conqueror will startle and electrify 
the nations of earth. The world is ready 
at this moment for his advent. They 


-want a peace without the peace of the 


Cross; they want a religion destitute of 
the atoning blood» They want a Bible 
without any truth in it. They crave the 
blessings, but reject the Blesser. This 
man will give them all they want, and, 
in their ecstasy and blindness, they shall 
raise ‘the cry, “Peace and safety” (1 
Thess. 5:3). 


No Time Given Between Seals 

No statement is made as to how long 
a time will elapse between the breaking 
of each seal, apparently there are no 
preliminaries, and now the second seal 
is broken, opening the scroll and re- 
vealing more of its secret contents. 

The living creature speaks again, in- 
viting another dreadful actor to appear 
on the scene. A red horse and its hide- 
ous rider appear. A sword is given him, 
dripping wi human blood. His horse 
is red; it is gory and crithson with the 


(5) 


bloodshedding of millions of the human 
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race. It is. madly galloping through 
fields of blood, blood so deep that it 
reaches to the bridle, and then, like 
*Ezekiel’s river, this river of blood flows 
on till this beast of blood can swim in 
the mighty stream as it overflows like 
Jordan’s river of death fed by the tor- 
rents of the blood of the murdered dead 
that fall as victims of this colossal mur- 
derer, ; 

But where has the millennium gone 
that brightened the hearts of men? Why 
are its blissful benefits cut so short? 
Anything that the Devil or his agents 
gives has nothing of a permanent value. 
The Devil’s heart is very generous in 
giving false hopes, false peace, and false 
joys. 

Reader, examine your heart to find out 
what is the basis of your peace of soul, 
and upon what basis it rests. Anything 
less than the blood of His Cross is a 
false peace instilled in your soul through 
the wiles of the Devil. 


All the War Men Want 


Man cannot prevent war no matter 
how he tries. The world is red today, 
reddened by the blood of the millions 
slain, so ruthlessly in World War II. The 
hideous shadow, slowly but surely creep- 
ing over the world today, is the red 
shadow of Communism. Some day men 
will get all the red they want—this red 
horse rider will supply their desires to 
the full, This fiend, this butcher, will 
slash right and left, cutting down, as the 
grim reaper, millions of the human race. 
In his heart he holds life cheap; his 
girdle holds no scabbard, as he races 
along in his craving for blood. Thank 
God, he is under divine restraint; his 
power is only delegated power. His 
sword is not his own, it is entrusted 
to him as a steward and with it he will 
-end the false millennium set up by the 
Devil. As a robber he robs the world 
of what it so sorely needs, and for uni- 
versal peace he substitutes universal 
war. 

As the Lamb breaks the third seal, the 


‘third living creature calls for the third 


rider to appear. A black horse hastily 
appears, galloping across earth’s blood- 
soaked lands. ‘The rider of the red 
horse quickly dispatches his victims. 
Now the rider of the black horse slowly 
tortures them to death in the horrible 
torture chambers of famine. Universal 
famine now follows in the train of uni- 
versal war. The horse is black. This is 
the symbol of hopelessness, despair, and 
darkness. - The rider holds in his thin, 
bony, starved hand the balances. By 
these the necessities of life are measured 
out. Famine aiways closely follows in 
the path of war. Food crops are scarce 
—wheat, the food of humans, grows little 
on the devastated fields of war; and bar- 
ley, the food of animals, seems to be un- 
willing to grow, so the food crops are 
searce. Seemingly it takes a day's work 


(Continued on page 482) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. - JUNE 20. HOSEA PLEADS WITH ISRAEL 
Hosea 4:6 to 7:16; printed text, 6:1-11 
Golden Text.—For | desired mercy, and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt-offerings.—Hosea 6:6 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Hos. 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the Lorp: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up. ; 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the. Lorp: 
his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto 
the earth. 

4 O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what 
shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning 
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. 

5 Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have 
slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments 
are as the light that goeth forth. 


6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowl- 
edge of God more than burnt-offerings, 

7 But they like men have transgressed the covenant: there 
have they dealt treacherously against me. 

8 Gilead is a city of them that work iniquity, and is 
polluted with blood. 

9 And as troops of robbers wait for a man, so the company 
of priests murder in:the way by consent: for they commit 
lewdness. 

10 I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel: 
there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel is defiled. 

11 Also, O Judah, he hath set an harvest for thee, when I 
returned the captivity of my people. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

OSEA, while placed first among 

the Minor Prophets in our Bible, 

was not chronologically first. 
Joel came before him, and Amos was 
a contemporary. Hosea prophesied in 
the same period as Isaialf (see Hos, 1:1 
and Isa. 1:1), but his sphere of minis- 
try was. specially Israel, while Isaiah’s 
was Judah. Considering the.fact that 
Hosea was still ministering in the days 
of Hezekiah of Judah, it must have 
been in the latter days of Uzziah that 
he began. This means that he began 
to prophesy when Israel was at the peak 
of her power, in the days of Jeroboam 
II, and continued until the dissolution 
of that kingdom was already in sight. 
He may even have seen its fall. This 
period saw seven kings on the throne of 
the northern kingdom, belonging to five 
dynasties, Three of these kings were 
assassinated, and the seventh became a 
prisoner of the Assyrian king, Shalman- 
eser (about 722 B.C.). Those were days 
to stir prophetic fire in a man of God 
sincerely devoted to his country. 

The ministry of Hosea centered around 
his domestic éxperiences, which were 
parables of the truths he was sent to 
deliver to Israel. His marriage to Gomer, 
who proved unfaithful, was symbolic of 
God’s grief over unfaithful Israel. His 
children, like Isaiah’s, were for .signs 
(Hos, 1:3-9; cf, Isa: 8:3, 4, 18). His put- 
ting away of his adulterous wife repre- 
sented God’s discipline of Israel (2:2-13), 
while his taking her back was a token 
of the recovery of Israel (3:1-5). 

These experiences were more than 
“types.” They really taught the prophet 


< ~ + 4 + 4 


something of the heart of God, which 
accounts for the great tenderness and 
the lofty passion of Hosea’s ministry. 
Nowhere in the Old Testament do we 
feel the yearning of God over His sin- 
ning people more than in Hosea. 
Through suffering, the heart of Hosea 
became a receptacle and channel for the 
sorrow and love and compassion of God. 

It is ofttimes through the furnace of 


. sore affliction that God’s servants become 


vessels “unto honour.” We think of 
Spurgeon’s' terrible experience when a 
maniac’s cry of “Fire!” started a stam- 
pede in a huge congregation, causing 
several deaths and many injuries—an 
experience. which almost killed the 
preacher at the time, but instead put 
a note of urgency into his ministry which 
he never lost. Or George W. Truett’s 
shooting and killing one of his best 
friends in a hunting accident, which 
prostrated the young preacher for days 
and sorely tempted him to give up 
preaching, but which gave him that 
tenderness of heart and manner and 
voice for which he was noted all the 
rest of his days. 

Two small books on Hosea I «should 
like to mention: G. Campbell Morgan’s 
“Hosea, the Heart and Holiness of God” 
(Revell, probably out of print), and 
Charles L. Feinberg’s “Hosea: God's 
Love for Israel” (American Board of 
Missions to the Jews, 236 W. 72nd St., 
New York 23; $2). 


Verse by Verse 

Hos, 6:1.—*. . . return unto the Lord: 
for he hath torn... and he will bind 
us up.” This follows from the last verse 
of chapter 5, which should be read in 
connection with it. Recognition of the 
a big step 


chastening of the Lord 
toward restoration. 


Verse 2—“. _ . in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in 
his sight.” The restoration of Israel is 
here spoken of in terms of a resurrec- 
tion. The “days” must refer to eras, 
not days of twenty-four hours, ¢et it 
suggests a remarkable link with the res- 
urrection of Christ. 


Verse 3.—“Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord ... as the 
latter and former rain .. .” Knowing 
the Lord is a pursuit—steady, unremit- 
ting—not a sporadic affair. As the sea- 
sonal rains to the land, so will the com- 
ing of the Lord be-to Israel, making it 
spiritually fruitful. There is nothing 
haphazard about the coming of the Lord. 
All His works are ordered, like astro- 
nomical phenomena. 


Verse 4—“O Ephraim, .. . O Judah, 
.+. your goodness is as a morning cloud, 
... it goeth away.” The occasional re- 
vivals in Israel were short-lived, falling 
short of what they seemed to promise, 


Verse 5.—“, . . hewed- them by the 
prophets; .. . slain them by the words 
of my mouth .. .” God’s prophets had 
therefore to bring messages of condem- 
nation and judgment, whereas God 
would have preferred to send words of 
comfort. 


Verse 6.—“For I desired mercy, and 
not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God 
more than burnt-offerings.” A measure 
of disturbed conscience would result in 
increased religious ritual—sacrifices and 
offerings. Their ethjcal sense was woe- 
fully lacking. 

Verse 7.—“But they like men have 
transgressed the covenant . dealt 
treacherously . . .” Many prefer “as 
Adam” rather than the phrase, “like 
men.” As Adam disobeyed the one in- 
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junction imposed, sq Israel broke the 
Covenant Law given at Sinai. 

Verse 8.—“Gilead is a city ... pol- 
luted with blood.” Gilead was the dis- 
trict east of the Jordan. It is figuratively 
called a city because of the concentra- 
tion of violence and crime in it. ~ 


Verse 9.—“And as troops of robbers 

. the company of priests murder in 
the way by consent: for they commit 
lewdness.” Jeroboam I had made priests 
of the lowest of the people (1 Kings 12: 
31). It is no wonder, then, that in the 
days of Jeroboam II the priesthood had 
so degenerated as to be participants in 
banditry, myrder, and unnatural crimes. 

Verse 10.—‘“. . . an horrible thing . . . 
the whoredom of Ephraim...” Fre- 
quently the tribe of Ephraim stands for 
the entire northern kingdom, as here, 
synonymous with Israel. Doubtless both 
physical and spiritual whoredom is re- 
ferred to. 

Verse 11.—“Also, O Judah, he hath set 
Judah was not 
guiltless of the sins which polluted Is- 
rael, so was ripening for judgment, too. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Chapter 6 of Hosea is not a unit by 
itself. At this place the chapter divi- 
sion is unfortunate. A better division 
would be 5:8 to 6:3 and 6:4-11. 

In 5:8-14 we are shown Israel and 
Judah following similar paths of back- 
sliding and oppression, with the result 
that God’s attitude to them becomes that 
of an adversary. In verse 12, the Lord 
describes Himself as “unto Ephraim as 
a moth, and to the house of Judah as 
rottenness.” In verse 14 the figure 
changes, “For I will be unto Ephraim 
as a lion, and as a young lion to the 
house of Judah.” See how in the one 
case there is slow disintegration, and in 
the other sudden destruction. The one 
is the preparation for the other. When 
God becomes an adversary to a man or 
a nation, one may well write, “Woe! 
Woe! Woe!” 

But God did not purpose to act the 
part of destroyer of His people forever. 
He would not always be as a devouring 
lion to them. His rough attitude was 
for chastening, and He looked to the 
time when they would realize their 
shortcomings and seek His face (5:15). 
The expectation of God is not in vain, 
for in 6:1-3 we have a prophetic picture 
of Israel’s repentance and restoration, 
not as a divided nation, but as one peo- 
ple: They are here seen looking to Him 


‘for healing, and for new life, and He 


becomes to them, not a destroying moth 
or a devouring lion, but as the refresh- 
ing rain that makes earth’s harvest 
spring forth. Israel will yet be God’s 
fruitful garden. 

* From the glad prospect lying in the 
distant future the prophet returns to the 
disturbing ‘present. Here we have a 
picture of what one may call, after the 
Manner of men, “God's disappointment.” 
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Last Week's Lesson 


11. (8) June 13.2Amos Denounces In- 
temperance. (Temperance.) 
. Amos 2:6-12; 4:1, 2; 6 


Next Week's Lesson 


Ro” eye poe. * Zyl 2 Kings 17 








The little flashes of spiritual desire that 
appeared from time to time in Israel and 
Judah quickly died down, and each 
time that nation sank lower than before. 
The earnest entreatiés, solemn warnings, 
and burning condemnations of the 
prophets may have given them a religious 
impetus from time to time, but they 
produced no fruit of righteousness, and 
as the temporary effects died away, ‘in- 
iquity increased, till “violence, murder, 
and utter lewdness flooded the land, the 
priests themselves being foremost in or- 
ganized crime. Surely the God who 
would even contemplate a day of resto- 
ration for such a depraved nation was 
the God of all grace. And it is the 
same God of all grace who has sought 
and found and saved us, at the unspeak- 
able cost of “the precious blood of 
Christ.” : 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Indictment (Hos. 6:4-11) 
2. Judgment (5:8-14) 
3. Recovery (5:15 to 6:3) 


Topics for Development 
Outline of Hosea. For those who wish 
to make a further study of this remark- 
able little book, I suggest the following 
outline: 
I, THE FRAMEWORK OF HosEA’s MESSAGE 
1. The marriage of the prophet (Hos, 1: 
2, 3) 
2. The children of the prophet (1:3 to 2:1) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
hore two of Hosea’s contemporaries 

in the prophetic office. 

2. To what kingdom was Hosea’s min- 
istry chiefly directed? ‘ 

3. What conditions prevailed in Judah 
and Israel when Hosea began to proph- 
esy? 

4. What developments tharked the pe- 
riod of Hosea’s ministry in Israel? 

5. How did Hosea’s private life affect 
his public ministry? 

6. How does God describe His relation 
to Israel in the days of chastening? 

7. What expectation of God concern- 
ing Israel will yet be realized? 

8. Why is Israel’s goodness likened to 
a morning cloud? 

9. Why are we not surprised ‘that Is- 
rael’s priests turned out to be a pack of 
rogues? 

10. How does the district of Gilead 
come to be called a city? 

(Answers on page 479) 
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3. The grief of the prophet (2:2-13) 
4. The kindness of the prophet (2:14 to 
3:5) 
II. THe Conrent oF Hosea’s MESSAGE 
1. God’s controversy with Israel (4:1 to 


6:3) 

2. God’s problem with Israel (6:4 to 
11:11) 

3. God’s mercy toward Israel (11:12 to 
14:9) 


The Third Day. Many have taken this 
time notice in Hosea 6:2 as a prophecy 
of the resurrection of Christ. “There is 
nothing in the New Testament to con- 
strain us so to apply the passage; for, 
so far as appears, it makes no allusion 
to it. Nevertheless, a believer in Christ, 
without fearing any censure from sound 
criticism, may be bold to surmise that 
‘the Spirit of Christ which was in Hosea’ 
did prompt him so to fashion his utter- 
ance as in an allusive manner to turn 
the thoughts of those who in future ages 
should repent towards that great event. 
The death and burial of Christ as ‘made 
sin for us,’ succeeded ‘on the third day’ 
by His resurrection, is, in fact, for all 
penitents, the sole and certain ground of 
their being freed from the state of sin 
and condemnation and rising: again to 
live in God’s sight. Since therefore it 
was to be by virtue of Christ’s being 
raised from the dead on the third day 
that penitents were to be ‘raised up’ 
from their spirftual misery, it may well 
be believed that the Holy Spirit sug- 
gested the designation of time, which is 
here given and which is certainly re- 
markable, with an oblique reference to 
the resurrection of the Saviour of the 
world” (E. Huxtable, in a work popu- 
larly known’ as the Speaker’s Commen- 
tary). 


Practical Applications 


Affliction is one of God’s ministers for 
the sanctifying of His people and the 
training of His servants. 

Are you “one of the sorrows of Satan” 
or one of God’s disappointments? 

A true revival does not merely make 
people more religious for a little while, 
but permanently affects their whole 
manner of life. 

The knowledge of God is the pursuit 
of a lifetime, not the product of an occa- 
sional flash of religious emotion, 

Degenerate ministers and regenerate 
people do not coexist. - 
Golden Text 

Hosea 6:6.—“I desired mercy, and not 
sacrifice; and the knowledge of God 
more than burnt-offerings.” Notice our 
Lord’s own application of this verse in 
Matthew: 9:13 and 12:7. In the one in- 
stance He uses it against the Pharisees’ 
criticism of His eating with sinners, and 
in the other in defending His disciples’ 
innocént actions against the legalistic 

ejudgment of the Pharisees. This verse, 
then, will deliver us from much narrow- 
ness and small-mindedness. 


ExLmuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMns 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Revive Thy Work, O Lord” 
“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 


Lord, who hast so patiently sought us’ 


to win us from our wanderings from 
Thee, we thank Thee for Thy persever- 
ing love and pray Thee to make us faith- 
ful in serving Thee. Forgive our past 
failures and strengthen us by Thy Spirit 
to do only what is right and good in 
Thy sight. Bless the Word today 
‘wherever it is given out, and draw many 
from sin to their Saviour. Where it is 
Thy will, heal the sick and give physi- 
cal and spiritual strength to all who 
must suffer any affliction. Inspire our 
rulers and all leaders with a purpose 
to do Thy will, and give them wisdom 
and strength for all their responsibilities. 
Revive Thy Church, and multiply godly 
homes everywhere. Give us understand- 
ing of Thy Word, and keep us true to 
Thee at all times, for'our Saviour’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our lesson holds a 
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question God asked His people in Hosea’s 
time. “What shall I do unto thee? for 
your goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth away.” 
As the morning cloud and the early dew 
soon disappear, so people’ then and now 
will profess to turn to God; but it doesn’t 
last, and they drift back again. I had 


wit Yoo CONSTANT Lovurr 


a boyhood chum who took very ill and 
lay near death. His father, who never 
went to church, prayed for his boy’s 
recovery and promised that if God 
spared the boy, he, the father, would 
attend church regularly. The boy re- 
covered, but the father was never seen 
in church. In trouble he turned to God, 
but when the trouble passed, he forsook 
the Lord. Sometimes, under some kind 
of strong influence, people turn to the 
Lord only to turn back to their sins when 
the influence has passed. 

What is needed is people who will go 
on with God in all sorts of weather, foul 
or fair. And for this we need real depth 
of faith and purposgq Light little boats 
totter about on the surface of the sea 
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“Therefore have | HEWED 


them by the prophets; | 
have slain them by the 
WORDS OF MY MOUTH.” 


(Hos. 6:5) 
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and are easily capsized. But great ships 
sink deeply into the water and go stead- 
ily on their way. It is their depth that 
makes them steady, and depth is what 
we need to go steadily on with God 
through life. So, cultivate Christian 
depth. Choose earnest, serious com- 
panions rather than light and flippant 
ones. Feed much on God’s Word rather 
than on the light and frothy stuff the 
world offers us in print, over the radio, 
or on television. Let yours be more 
than a morning-cloud Christianity that 
quickly disappears. Set yourself to be 
a Christian of depth and steadfastness. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord” (Hos, 6:1).—The closing verse of 
Hosea 5 says, “I will go and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence and seek my face: in their afflic- 
tion they will seek me early.” 

Israel was in a_ backslidden state, 
which grieved the Lord. He was com- 
pelled to withdraw the consciousness of 
His presence from them—for a period 
—“till they acknowledge their offence.” 
He knew that afflictions would cause 
them to seek His face with all diligence 
and earnestness, “as a man rises early 
to do what he is very much set upon.” 

It is sad that children of God back- 
slide, but it is blessed to know the Lord 
disciplines us when we do. If we compel 
Him to become drastic, He can do so. 
(“I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and 
as a young lion to the house of Judah,” 
chap, 5:14). But His actions are always 
with a view to our restoration. 

At the conclusion of a recent service, 
a young man Said he had no doubt about 
his salvation, but knew he was a back- 
slider. He was neglecting worship, 
prayer, Bible-reading, and the commun- 
ion of saints; and was keeping company 
with a very worldly group of young 
people. 

He also knew the Lord was chastising 
him. He was the sole support of his 
widowed mother, and of the younger 
members of the family. He had a very 
lucrative position, and had purchased a 
home on the installment plan. Now he 
had lost his position and was unable 
to keep up the payments. He feared 
losing the home and his car, as well as 
his testimony. 

We knelt, and he acknowledged his 
offense to the Lord, and experienced the 
restoration of the joy of God's salvation. 
The latest report of him is most cheer- 


ing. He is working again, and losing, 


nothing; and is in happy fellowship with 
God’s people. , 

“After two days will he revive us” 
(Hos, 6:2).—We know it was not in two 
literal days that they were revived; 
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-thou hast sent” (John 17:3). 
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neither did they experience a resurrec- 
tion on the third literal day after these 
words were uttered, hence a spiritual 
interpretation must be sought. 

One rabbinical commentator says: “The 
first day we were without life in the 
Babylonian captivity, and the second 
day, which will also end, is the great 
captivity in which we are now, and the 
third day is the great day of our restora- 
tion.” 

Dr. A. C. Gaebelein comments on the 
passage as follows: “They have been 
dead spiritually and nationally, but 
when the two days of their blindness 
and dispersion are over, there is com- 
ing for them the third day of life and 
resurrection. Jewish expositors have 
pointed out the fact that a day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years. They 
state that they will be in dispersion for 
two days, that is, two thousand years, 
after which comes the third day of Is- 
rael’s glorious restoration. Like 
Jonah was given up by the fish on the 
third day, so there comes for Israel a 
third day of life and glory. Then the 
latter and the former rain will fall upon 
their land again, and blest by Him, their 
Saviour-King, they will live in His sight. 
But the passage, no doubt, also points 
to the resurrection of our Lord, the true 
Israel, in a hidden way.” 

Much progress has been made by the 
State of Israel in Palestine, but in un- 
belief. We say “in unbelief,” because 
there has been no national recognition 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Mes- 
siah. They are looking to Zionism rather 
than to the Lord to do for them that 
which their prophets have predicted. 

“The time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 
30:7) is yet future; but in this great 
tribulation, they will seek the Lord’s 
face; and they shall be revived and re- 
stored spiritually and nationally. 


“Then shall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord” (Hos. 6:3).— 
Hosea has much to say about the knowl- 
edge of God. Israel's sad condition was 
due to a lack of knowledge concerning 
the Lord’s generosity. “She did not 
know that I gave her corn” (2:8); but 
she shall know in the day of her resto- 
ration. “Thou shalt know the Lord” 
(2:20). The prophet lamented the fact 
that, “There is no truth .. .nor knowl- 
edge of God in the land” (4:1). They 
were destroyed for lack of knowledge. 
They had “rejected knowledge” (4:6). 
“They have not known the Lord” (5:4). 
Fina]ly,,they shall know, and shall fol- 
low on to know the Lord. They shall 
not only know Him, but shall grow con- 
tinually in that knowledge. 

The transcendent importance of the 
knowledge of God is revealed in the 
words of the Lord Jesus: “This is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
That all 
might attain to this knowledge, God has 
fully and finally revealed Himself in 


“Hosea’s message reflects it. 
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Jesus Christ; and has given us His rec- 
ord of the Son, in the Holy Scriptures. 
“We know in order to follow, we follow 
in order to know.” 

A Christian facing death by violence, 
prayed: “Now, O Lord, direct me to 
some passage which may support me 
through this awful scene.” 
the Bible, and his eyes glanced on John 
17:3. He instantly closed the Book, and 
said, “Praise the Lord! this is sufficient 
for me and for eternity!” 


“I desire mercy .. . and the knowledge 
of God” (Hos. 6:6).—The word “mercy” 
signifies genuine goodness and piety. I 
desired mercy rather than sacrifice. “As 
God Himself instituted sacrificex it can- 
not mean that He desired them not ab- 
solutely, .. . but He valued moral obe- 
dience as the only end for which 
positive ordinances such as sacrifices 
were instituted—as of more importance 
than a mere external ritual obedience” 
(Fausset) . 

In other words, “the power of godli- 
ness is the main thing God looks at and 
requires, and without it the form of god- 
liness is of no avail.” “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.” 

A man of words and not of deeds 
Is like a garden full of weeds. e 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, God was so very patient 
with sinning, backsliding Israel. 
Time and 
again—many times—-this, God’s Chosen 
People, to whom He had extended every 
token of His love and grace, deliber- 
ately disobeyed Him. It seems that the 
Lord was grieved and sorely straitened 
in His great desire to woo them away 
from the strange -gods they were wor- 
shiping and bring them back to Him- 
self. “O Ephraim, what shall I do unto 
thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto 
thee?” They were so unstable, so fickle. 
Even .when they, through fear of pun-, 
ishment, came back to God, it was only 
a temporary return: . “For your good- 
ness is as a morning cloud, and as the 
early dew it goeth away.” How quickly 
a morning cloud vanishes, and the crys- 
tal dewdrops dry on the blades of grass! 
Fellows, this lesson will do us no good 
unless it causes us to make an honest 
examination of ourselves to gee how far 
from God we have wandered. And you 
cannot make that examination safely by 
yourself, for the Devil will surely get 
in there and suggest excuses: David 
cried out, “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts: and see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting” (Psa. 139:23, 24). “Then 
shall we know,” says Hosea, “if we fol- 
low on to know the Lord.” 
If you were to take lessons in golf, 


He opened 
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the “pro” would say much to you about 
“following through.” When your club 
comes in contact with the ball, do not 
let it end there, but “follow through” 
with your stroke. That make both for 
accuracy and for distance. It is much 
the same in living the God-planned life. 
If only Israel could have learned that 
simple lesson! Restoration that takes 
you safely and steadily to the journey’s 
end is the kind that “sticks,” and one 
must. be alert and on guard, for Satan 
is specially active in frustrating any 
effort of God’s child to get back and 
stay on the right track. 

Many a fellow has resolved to go right 
and made an honest effort which put 
him joyously back in close touch with 
his Lord—then suddenly found himself 
miserably backsliding. It was “on agin, 
off agin, gone agin, Finnegari”—and the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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IN WOODEN TOOL SHEDS, IN 
ABANDONED SCHOOL BUILDINGS, 
IN ONE-ROOM SHACKS, 


in Grange halls and barns The 
American Sunday-School Union 
gives birth each year to new Sun- 
day schools in many parts of rural 
America. 

And every year many of our 
Sunday schools grow up and become 
churches. In a 25-year period, under © 
the direction of our missionaries, 
1,045 churches have béen organized 
from Union Sunday schools — an 
average of 41 a year. These 1,045 
churches fall into 24 different classi- 
fications denominationally. 

«a Our ASSU missionaries welcome 
spiritual, social and economic 
changes in rural communities which 
make possible the establishment of 
a church and regular services of 
worship. The missionary is then 
free to move on to another needy 
community to begin a new rural 
Sunday school. 

The American Sunpay-ScHooL 
Union is proud to be the represent- 
ative of the church-at-large on the 
rural mission fields of America. 

Your prayerful support of the 
work of ASSU will help establish 
rural Sunday schools — many of 
which become churches. 


Send for your copy of, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MISSIONARY 


for first-hand reports of 
our Sunday school work. 


“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 


| Write to Dept. $ 
Department of Missions 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 3, Po. | 
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reason for that is he counted on his 
“good feeling” to keep him steadfast. 
That was a mistake—a serious mistake. 
You must have God’s help to hold you 
true, and the only way to get that is by 
regular prayer and the regular reading 
of God’s Word. ‘“Wherewithal shall a 


- young man cleanse his way?” asks the 


Psalmist, then answers: “By taking 
heed thereto. according to thy word. 
With my whole heart have I sought thee: 
O let me not wander from thy command- 
ments. Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee” 
(Psa. 119:9-11). 

Fellows, let’s get right with God and 
stay there; it is the only way to be a 
happy Christian. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


SICK woman went to her medicine 
cabinet to take a dose of quinine. 
By mistake she took a dose of morphine. 
She became very sleepy almost imme- 
diately. Her husband was so alarmed 


eat her appearance that he sent for the 


doctor. When the doctor came, they 
discovered the mistake she had made. 
The doctor said, “If she goes to sleep, 
she will never wake again.” So her 
husband began shaking her .and sprin- 
kling water on her. She begged him to 
leave her alone. She said, “Only let 
me sleep, and I'll get well.” But the 
doctor and the husband, each taking her 
by the arm, walked the floor with her 
between them the whole night long. 
Toward morning the stupor passed off, 
and the woman’s life was saved! While 
her husband and the doctor were trying 
to keep her awake, she thought them 
most unkind, but when morning came 
she realized the peril she had been in, 
and was most grateful to them. 

The messages of the Old Testament 
prophets were in large measure to 
arouse the Israelites from the stupor of 
sin. If they had only listened”and re- 
pented, they would have escaped the 
long years of captivity. 

The last two Sundays we have con- 
sidered messages from what prophet? 
(Amos.) Today.we are. going to get 
acquainted with Hosea, the first of the 
twelve minor prophets in our Bible. Hosea 
lived about the same time as Amos, 
but his f§ a larger Book and he seems 
to have prophesied over a longer period 
of time. Amos tried to awaken Israel 
by denouncing them for their sins, fore- 
telling captivity as their punishment. 
Hosea tried to awaken them by telling 
them of their backslidden condition, By 
object lessons and in sermons Hosea re- 
minded Israel that they had been true 


_ to God for a time, when the nation was 


young. Then he pleaded with them to 


return to God. 
Read Hosea 4:1, 2. 


Of what other 
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prophet do these words remind you? 
(Amos.) Right. Now drop down to 
verse 6. Here the Lord brings out the 
cause of Isfael’s sins: They did not dé- 
sire to learn His Word and forgot 
quickly what they had learned in the 
past. Read verse 17. The cause of the 
downfall of Ephraim, the northern king- 
dom, was that the king, the priests, and 
the people all did what they wanted to 
do, instead of what God had commanded. 
Read His sentence against them in Hosea 
5:15. God is still hiding His face from 
Israel as a nation, and He will continue 
to do so until they return to Him in 
the words of Hosea 6:1-3. 

It will be a wonderful time when the 
nation of Israel] comes back to the Lord! 
In Hosea 6:4, 5 the Lord again grieves 
over Ephraim and Judah. Just a short 
time after their deliverance from Egypt 
seven centuries before, they had mur- 
mured against Him and worshiped a 
golden calf! At the time Hosea proph- 
esied, the northern kingdom was almost 
wholly given to idolatry. Since their 
first king, Jeroboam I, began by setting 
up golden calves for them to worship, 
no subsequent ruler had stamped out 
that idolatry. Every one of the kings 
of the ten tribes “did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord”! 

Although Judah, the southern king- 
dom, still outwardly worshiped the true 
God in Hosea’s lifetime, they also were 
backslidden in heart. ‘They still brought 
sacrifices to His Temple in Jerusalem, 
but the form of religion means nothing 
to God unless it comes from the heart. 
Read Hosea 6:6 and see what He says 
about that. Now read the rest of this 
short chapter. Notice the sad things 
said here about God’s& earthly people: 
(1) They have. transgressed, (2) They 
have dealt treacherously, (3) They work 
iniquity. 

Read Hosea 7:2. The people did not 
realize that God remembered all their 
wickedness. Do you think people liv- 
ing today realize this? How would it 
affect them if they did? (They would 
be afraid to sin.) 

Read Hosea 10:1. God uses the figure 
of a grapevine many times in the Bible 
to represent the nation of Israel. Here 
we read that they brought forth fruit 
to themselves, not to God. Pass on to 
verse 12. Righteousness and mercy were 
what God wanted. It was “time [for 
them] to seek the Lord.” But they did 
not, so within twenty years of this 
prophecy they were captives in Assyria! 

Hosea 11:8 gives us a glimpse *of the 
heart of God. Israel had sinned griev- 
ously, as we learned from the books of 
Kings, Amos, and how Hosea. God was 
going to punish His people, but He hated 
to do it. God loves to forgive, but be- 
cause He is righteous and holy, He surely 
will punish those who will not repent. 

We must read the last chapter of 
Hosea to see again the heart of our God. 
In spite of all the sins with which Amos 
and Hosea charged Israel, God still 
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waited for them to return to Him, even 
telling them the words to say when they 
came! Read verses 2, 3. They were to 
ask God to take away their sins and 
to receive them. They were to acknowl- 
edge that no other means could save 
them, that their idols were only the 
works of their own hands, but that in 
the living God even the fatherless would 
find mercy. e 

How sweet the fourth verse is! Is 
there anyone here this morning who has 
backslidden? Anyone whose love for 
the Lord has cooled? Don’t be like that 
drugged woman. Slipping away from 
God is the most tragic thing you could 
do. Only return to the Lord and He 
will forgive all, and again’ pour out 
His love upon you. 

Read the rest of this chapter. See the 
lovely picture of the returned and for- 
given nation. Here God uses different 
pictures of beauty, fragrance, strength, 
and fruitfulness to bring out the joy of 
it:. the lily, the olive tree, the corn, the 
vine, the green fir tree. Then the Lord 
says, “From me is thy fruit found.” 
Israel had been bearing fruit fér herself. 
The only way to bear fruit for God is 
to abide in the true Vine, our blessed 
Lord, Himself. All power must come 
from Him. Let us close our class this 
morning with a few moments of silent 
prayer. If we have been backsliding, 
let us confess it to Him. And let us all 
pray that we may bring forth more fruit 
for God. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scriptyre: 
Hesea Tells of God’s Love (Hos. 6:1-3, 6) 


ATHER, mother, three children. Do 

any of you belong to a family of that 
size? Instead of being Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith, Dorothy, Wyman, and Lillian, the 
family I am going to tell about had 
these names: Father Hosea, Mother 
Gomer, Jezreel, No-Mercy, and Not-My- 
People. 

Father Hosea listened to God’s voice. 
God told him to tell the people (put on 
the blackboard): “I desired mercy, and 
not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God 
more than burnt-offerings” (Hos. 6:6, 
Memory Verse). What does mercy 
mean? Was that Amos’s message? (Re- 
view from.the stories of Amos how the 
people broke both the requirements of 
God.) 

God told Hosea what to name his chil- 
dren. Each name was a sermon to the 
people. Jezreel, the oldest boy, was 
named for a city in their country; yes, 
the very city where King Ahab’s summer 
palace and Naboth’s vineyard had been. 
God said that in a little while He would 
punish the king’s family (Jeroboam II) 
for the awful killings in Jezreel, where 
all Ahab’s family and friends were mur- 
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dered, and that after a battle in the 
valley of Jezreel, the country of Israel 
would be no more. The next child was 
a girl, and God named her No-Mercy, 
because, said God, “I will not have mercy 
on the people of Israel any longer, but 
will take them away.” Remember how 
Amos prayed, and God had mercy about 
the locusts and the fire? But now ‘the 
warning—no more mercy! Then came 
a baby boy, Not-My-People. “You are 
not my people, and I willsnot be your 
God.” 

Mother Gomer left her husband. 
Father Hosea was lonesome and very 


‘sad to think that she did not love him > 


any more. “She is like My people,” said 
God, “who ought to love Me, but who 
have gone and worshiped the idol calves 
and the Baals. Keep on loving her 
though she does not deserve it, as I love 
the people of Israel who go to other 
gods.” 

One day Hosea found Gomer, a slave! 
Did he say, “Serves her right!” and 
hurry off? No, he paid for her with 
money and grain, and took her home. 
Now he understood better how God's 
heart was a heart of love, like a hus- 
band for his bad wife, like a father for 
his naughty children. 

As the days went by, Hosea could see 
how God was beginning to punish the 
country for their sins. From the east 
the fighting king of Assyria came nearer 
and nearer. They must buy him off with 
silver! But Hosea knew no silver could 
save them from God’s just punishments. 
God spoke to the people through Hosea. 
He spoke in a picture poem: 

I will be like a lion to Israel... . 

I, I Myself, will tear them, and go away. 


I will carry them off, and no one will 
save them. 


Hosea knew that only coming to God 
for forgiveness could save them. So he 
said in his picture poem: 

Come, let us go back to the Lord. 

He has torn, and He will heal us. 

He has hurt, and ‘He will fix us up. 

After two days He will give us life. 

On the third day we shall live before 

Him. 

Then we shall know 

As we go on to know the Lord. 

He is as sure to come as the morning. 

He will come to us like rain, 

Like the spring rain that waters the 

ground. 

Hosea gave all the money he had and 
some grain to get his.Gomer back. But 
God gave His very own Son to die on 
the cross to buy us back. Paraphrase 
John 3:16, using the pronouns me and I 
instead of “world” and “whosoever.” 


Orono, MAINE. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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NEW MIRACLE. 
TUBELESS HEARING 
AID REVEALED 


© Costly B-Battery Eliminated 

@ All Battery Costs Slashed 80°/, 
@ Powered by Three Transistors 

e@ Vacuum Tubes Banished Forever 


FREE BOOK! Write todey for avthoritetive 

illustrated book describing this, new Atomic Ace 

miracle | the wher i 

means to pe herd of jrearieg. "Ne sbligetion 
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HEARING AID C0. 
2900 West 36th Street, Dept. 3746 
Chicago 32, Illinois 





OPENING for thoroughly qualified, experienced 

teacher in lower State in full 
rsonal information, training, experience, references. 

Write at once to: P. T. A. 

of Mrs. Charles Finney, Houghton, New York. 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


‘CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Geo: 
Talmage Payne, Director 


rOR re 1 
" slivers ? 


The New York Messianis Witness, inc. 
(formerly New York Jewish Evange- 
lization Society) — has carried on a 
faithful testimony for Christ to the 2% 
million Jews of New York City. 

Jews do hear the Gospel. Many 
ore secret believers. One of them, o 
young Rabbi, said: “! know it is the 
truth, but do not have the strength to 
come out in the open. | have a wife 
and two little children. What will be- 
come of them?" Another one, also a 
Rebbi, wos beaten up by one of his 
relatives, because it became known 
that he was turning to Christ. 
Some others of our recent contacts: 
A Jewish young man accepted Christ 
after one of our Saturday night gospel * 
services. A week later he brought o 
friend who wanted to know about the 
Lord. Another one, coming from Israel, 
is taking instruction for baptism. A 
Jewish doctor and his wife invited us 
to conduct a Bible class for 
Jews in their hoge. 

pray that our testimony be en- 
larged. Pray for more workers. Write 
for our bi-monthly magazine, “The 
Messianic Witness.” Address: 


NEW YORK MESSIANIC WITNESS, Inc. 
SOLOMON BIRNBAUM, Director 
Dept. S HERMON HOUSE 
\ P.O. Box 144, Cooper Sta, N.Y. 3, N. ¥. 
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16-page. pictorial ANNIVERSARY 
BOOKLET featuring The Mennon- 
ite Hour Staff. 


For FREE copy write 


THE MENNONITE HOUR 


Box 22 HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 
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Write for 
FREE “Personalized” LISTENING SCHEDULE 





Be sure to mention the state or states 
that you want and how many schedules 
for each. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had fot 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
That We May Really Know Him.— 

For I desired .. . the knowledge of God 
(Hos. 6:6, Golden Text). One of Ruskin’s 
students once said to him on returning 
from a first Italian visit: “Sir, immedi- 
ately I entered the gallery at Florence, 
I knew in a moment what you had al- 
ways impressed upon us as the suprem- 
acy of Botticelli.” Ruskin’s reply was 
somewhat cutting. He said: “Oh, you 
found that out in a moment? Well, it 
took me twenty-two years to discover 
it!’ And there are a great many peo- 
ple who think that they know God in 
the light of a single experience! We 
are kept waiting upon Him that we may 
become those who really do know their 
God, and who consequently are empow- 
ered to do exploits—From, J. Stuart 
Holden. Sent by the Rev. C, N. Hillyer, 
New Malden, Surrey, Eng. 


She Couldn’t Give Him Up—Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord... and 
he will heal us (Hos. 6:1). -A mother 
and her worthless son stood before a 
Christian judge for sentencing. The 
judge had many times before tried to 
help the youth, but in vain. Finally he 
said: “I can do nothing more for this 
boy; I’ve done everything I could do. 
I give up, and I, advise you, his mother, 
to do the same.” The mother raised her 
tear-stained eyes to the judge, and said: 
“Judge, I don’t blame you—you have 
_ been more than kind—you have gone 
out of your way to help us, and I don’t 
blame you for giving up, but I can’t 
give up this boy—I gave him life, I took 
care of him, and I can’t go back on him, 
because he is mine.” So God never 
gives up His erring children, and be- 
seeches them to return to Him in peni- 
tence and faith—From the Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Better Than a Million Hours.—Then 
shall we know, if we follow on to know 
the Lord: his* going forth is prepared 
as the-morning (Hos. 6:3). The daily 
paper says that General Electric has per- 
fected a light bulb which has a life ex- 
pectancy’ of a million hours! Imagine 
a bulb that will burn eight hours a day, 
every day, for over 342 years, or until 
the year 2295! It is estimated that this 
bulb will use $1,640 worth of electricity 
in the million hours, and give out 286,- 
000,000 lumens, or units of light. Think 
of the convenience of having a _ light 
bulb that will last over 342 years! But 
we know something infinitely superior 
to that. The promise to Israel is: “The 
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory” (Isa. 60: 

/ 19,.20). And that Which He will be to 
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Israel, He will be to everyont who be- 
lieves in Him as Saviour and Lord.— 
From Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. Prize illustration, 


Eyes To See.—Then shall we know, 
if we follow on to know the Lord: his 
going forth is prepared as the morning; 
and he shall come unto us as the rain, 
as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth -(Hos. 6:3). J. W. Alexander, in 
relating his first experience with “an 
ingenious type of signal,” about which 
few non-Navy men know, says: “My 
first observation of this system #n op- 


‘eration came in the summer of 1944 


when, during the midwatch (from mid- 
night to 4 a.m.), the signalmen on the 
bridge of our ship suddenly burst into 
activity. ‘Stand by to write,’ yelled the 
chief signalman on watch. His assist- 
ant signalman grabbed a pad of paper 
and a pencil and stood by to copy the 
message as the chief interpreted it as 
he peered into the darkness through a 
special pair of binoculars at a darkened 
hulk about four thousand yards off our 
starboard ‘beam. A sister ship had a 
message for us. Staring into that inky 
darkness, in which I could see abso- 
lutely nothing, the chief began to call 
out words. As far as I was concerned 
he was ‘seeing things.’ But the chief 
had eyes to see. He saw something out 
there in the darkness that nobody else 
saw, because he had a special pair of 
binoculars that were equipped to re- 
ceive a type of polarized light impulse 
being flashed by the sister ship, which 
had a special type of signal lamp which 
sends that type of impulse. And only 
people with the right type of binoculars 
could see it. When I borrowed a pair 
from the signalmen, I was amazed to 
see a brilliant light flashing on that other 
ship, dots and dashes streaming forth 
in rapid succession. Truly a message 
was coming, but it could be seen only 
by those properly equipped to see it.” 
Many people look at Christ and see 
nothing unusual—just another man, a 
goed man to be sure, the best that ever 
lived. But others, with eyes to see, find 
in Him the revelation of God Himself.— 
From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


The Need for a Martyr’s Heart—Your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as 
the early dew it goeth away (Hos. 6:4). 
We read the noble words of an_old saint: 
“Oh, to have a martyr’s heart, if not a 
martyr’s crown,” and we vow to give 
ourselves absolutely to witness and suf- 
fer for Jesus Christ. But alas, our ideals 
fade away in a few hours, and the with- 
ered petals are all that remain. Only 
God: can give us a Steadfast spirit. He 


can renew our will from day to day and 
diffuse into us His unaltering, unalter- 
able purpose and enable us to say from 
the heart, “Not my will, but thine, be 
done.” 
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Lesson for June 20 


Control my will from day to day; 
Blend it with Thine and take away 
All that now makes it hard to say, 
“Thy will be done.” 
—From Choice Gleanings. 
M. James, Toronto, Can. 


Her Faith Destroyed.—But they like 
men have transgressed the covenant: 
there have they dealt treacherously 
against me (Hos, 6:7). “Mark Twain” 
was the pen name of Samuel Clemens. 
As a young man he fell in love with a 
beautiful Christian girl named Livy and 
married her. Being devoted to her Lord, 
she wanted a family altar and prayer 
at meals. After she and Sam were mar- 
ried this was done for a time, and then 
one day Sam said: “Livy, you can go 
on with this by yourself if you want to, 
but leave me out. I don’t believe your 
God, and you’re only making a hypocrite 
out of me.” Fame and affluence came. 
Sam and Livy were riding high, and 
Livy got farther and farther away from 
her early devotion to her Lord. The 
eventual fall came. In the hour of bit- 
terest need, Sam Clemens said, “Livy, 
if your Christian faith can help you now, 
turn to it.” Livy replied, “I can’t, Sam; 
I haven’t any; it was destroyed a long 
time ago.”—From Christian Digest. Sent 
by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


J 

His Customers.—I have seen an hor- 
rible thing in the house of Israel (Hos. 
6:10). An elder who was along in years 
told this story. When he was a young 
man, another young man who was a 
member of the church was summoned 
before the session for selling liquor in 
a near-by town. He met with the ses- 
sion and listened respectfully to the 
charge. He admitted that it was true 
that he did sell liquor, and then added, 
“But I did not know that it was any 
more harm to sell it than it is to buy it, 
and I think I have sold some to every 
man in this room except the preacher.” 
—From Christian Observer. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Sent by E. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenweldér 


O ONE has seen God at any time 
(Exod, 33:20; John 1:18). But that 
does not mean that we cannot know 
what God is like. The Bible tells us 


many wonderful things about Him. We ° 


are told that God sees (Gen. 16:13)— 
for He can see everything always. God 
can hear and He hears any time and at 
any place. But one of the most won- 
derful things that the Bible reveals about 
God is that He loves. Time after time 
after time we learn of the great love 
that God has for His own people, And 
we learn, too, how He loves those who 
do not love Him. 

Hosea, one of the Minor Prophets, who 
wrote his Book a long, long time before 
the Lord Jesus Christ was born (about 
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785 B.C.), was one of those who wrote 
of God’s great love. (Prophets, you re- 
member, were men who lived so close. to 
God that He could reyeal to them some 
of His wonderful secrets. He told them 
—and they, in turn, told the people—of 
things that were going to happen in the 
future.) 

Hosea was a loving man. Therefore, 
when he saw God’s own people of Israel 
doing things that displeased God, he was 
very grieved. He reminded God’s peo- 
ple that instead of living godly lives, 
they were swearing, lying, killing, steal- 
ing, and being unfaithful to their hus- 
bands and wives (Hos. 4:2). Imagine! 
And they were God’s people—the very 
ones for whom He had done many won- 
derful things through many long years. 
Oh, how Hosea was grieved! Oh, how 
God was grieved! Amazingly enough, it 
seemed as if God’s people were totally 
ignorant of His Law. And even worse 
than that, they seemed determined to 
continue in their sin (4:6-19). 
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Editorial Assistant Wanted 


Excellent opportunity with growing evangelical 
publication in the east. Should have college 
trainiig and experience in field. Write Adv. 
No. 718, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelpliia 5, Pa. 
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A Chemist. and His Bible 
By Charles M. A, Stine, Ph. D., Se.D., LL.D. 
A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of Bible by a 
man who for many years was the 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 
Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 





|. The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














Lik ouk 


GENERAL DOUGLAS MAC ARTHUR 


he. ° 
mesfoo SYNGMAN Rwee 





MEN OF PROMINENCE, both in government 
and military service, endorse the work of 
The Pocket Testament League. They have 


seen the 


GENERAL WILLIAM K, HARRISON, JR. 
in. action at home and on the 





foreign field. They know thet PTL is doing a 
tremendously worthwhile and censcientious job 
of Scripture distribution and evangelization among 
American service men, and to soldiers and civil- 
ians in Korea, Japan and Formosa. 

YOU CAN SUPPORT PTL WITH CONFIDENCE. 
You can give your prayerful support to the Pocket 
Testament League with the assurance that this is 
in the highest sense the work of the Lord. 


Help us take the Word of God to a lost and needy world. Write to: 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, 
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The pocket, Testanaamy League : 


Executive Director 





EN Ut NEW 














despair, words often so 
warm hearts performed i 


to the spiritual and p 
heavy- burdened Jewish 


to their Messiah Jesus. 


for our Lord idst 


ica. Thousands are helped and brought closer 


Your prayers and gifts will translate 
our “dwarfs” into Rg od doing great things 
is peop 


DWARFS and G IAN T S 


“Words are dwarfs and deeds are giants” 


writes one of our missionaries 


In the face of crushing burdens, haunting fears, and life-sapping 


und feeble. But deeds of loving hands and 
in the name of our Lord, are “giants.” Even 


the most skeptical and disillusioned are impressed and challenged. 
The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society ministers 


hysical needs of the most perplexed and 
people’in India, Israel, Europe, and Amer- 





FREE: Read thrilling 
reports of, Jewish» 
evangelism in our 








The Friends of Israel Missionary and 


U.S.A. Headquorters: 
728S Witherspoon Bi: eeiess Po. 
President: Joseph Prony — 
1066 Avenue Rosd T Mion, 
General Secretary: Rev. Victor 





Buksbozen 


magazine 
ISRAEL MY GLORY. 
Yours for the asking. 








Relief Society, Inc. 
Dear Friends of Israel 
1 am sending egclosed for your ataleany | [a 
NAME 
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ore than 160 belipions publications 
? are looking forgrticles that you 
=. *: can write and be paid for. . . IF 
4 YOU HAVE THE KNOW-HOW. 
-+ - “Today hundredg of students of 

3 Chfistian Writers Institute 
are selling well-written stories 
and articles to these publications. 


4 ’ 

Study at home in your spare time. Get 
ithe professional training that will bring 
you editors’ checks. MARKET TIPS, 
Ey publication free with each course, 

yy, lists markets and tells how to slant 
> i materials for individual magazines. 


*\ =Write today for free sample 
lesson and complete information. No 
obligation. Write Dept. ss 64 





CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 


434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Illinois 
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Children! Children! Children! 
“. . . of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 
Without Christ, what kind of men would they be? 


The Home of Onesiphorus is caring for 
destitute, homele§s children in its Bible 
Land Homes, and training Chinese in 
the Hong Kong Mission School, under 
God making fruitful men for Christ. 


By your prayers and thoughtfulness 
you can help 


MAKE BOYS INTO MEN FOR CHRIST 


For information write today to 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
Dept. 15 3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicage 18, Ill. 


HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
these who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over Nine Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS “Sasavenas!tave: 




















The Best Vacations 
Contain Good Fellowship 


To have you say, “It was the finest va- 
gation of my life,” is a major purpose of 
the Christian Fellowship Cruises, oper- 
ated. by The Sunday School Times, in 
e Northern Pacific 


"momggea with 
ailway. 


You can enjoy a restful vacation at 
home, or yéu can travel where you will, 
and the rest and change will add to the 
pleasure and richness of living. But if 
you add Christian Fellowship for your 
vacation, and make a journey with 
friendly people, your trip will be better, 
more enjoyable, and a greater satisfaction 
to you. 


Travel is more than just changing 
routine, and seeing parks, cities, oceans, 
countries that are new to you. Travel is 
an adventure, an uplifting and broadening 

eexperience, a time for new friendships. 
God fellowship is so important to the 
happiness of every vacation, and mem- 
bers of our Christian Fellowship parties 
of past years so often say: “We enjoyed 
the fellowshipand the Christian services,” 
... “Such friendly people were with us,” 
... "A wonderful way.to g@” .. .,“The 
care for all our needs, spiritual and ma- 
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terial, was beyond all expectations,” Fa 
“The spirit of Christian fellowship was 
so wonderful.” 


Consider the enthusiasm of tour mem- 
bers, who traveled with our 1953 vaca- 
tion party: “A very happy time,” . . . 
“From beginning to end, a great inspira- 
tion,” ... “We liked best the good 
fellowship,” . . . “It was a treat to travel 
with such fine people,” .. . “Fellowship 
together was a joy,” ... “All service of 
the very best; Christian fellowship pre- 
vailed,” . . . “Everything seemed tops to 
me,” ... “Appreciated the fellowship; 
could not have enjoyed anything more,* 
..+ “Leadership of the finest,” ... “Fel- 
lowship was delightful,” . . . “Enjoyed 
every moment; marvelous scenery,” ... 
“We are grateful for the sponsorship of 
The Sunday School Times, assuring a 
trip of character.” 


Readers of this publication are cordially 
invited to write for our free Alaska 
tolder, illustrating and describing the 
1954 Christian Fellowship Cruise, which 
will be in July. Please address Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., Editor, The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteen 
Street, Phila. 5, Pa, ' ° 
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So God. caused Hosea to plead with 
His people. He warped them that sin 
must be punished... And the more they 
knew of God’s love, the more they 
learned from Him of the awfulness -of 
their sin, the greater would be their 
punishment. He warned them that God 
(who is the God of love) desires good- 
ness on the part of His people. He 
wanted them to do His will and thus 
show that they loved Him in their daily 
lives, rather than merely saying and 
doing the things that are seemingly re- 
ligious (6:6). Because God’s people 
knew that they were doing wrong and 
displeasing Him, God could have pun- 
ished them severely at once. But He 
showed His great heart of love by warn- 
ing them that punishment would come 
if they did not turn from their evil ways. 
That was why He sent Hosea, His 
prophet. 

Much, much later God sent His Son, 
the dear Lord Jesus Christ, He wanted 
us to know more perfectly how much 
He loves us (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9, 10). 
He wanted us to know what He is like 
(John 10:9; 17:21-23). How wonderfully 
the Lord Jesus showed us God’s love! 
He warned (for He, too, was a prophet) 
that God must punish sin. He showed 
what awful punishment God gives for 
sin, by dying in our place for our sin. 
Oh, how the Lord‘ Jesus loves! 

Once He told a beautiful story to show 
the kind of love that God has. He told 
of a shepherd who had one hundred 
Sheep. That night as he counted the 
sheep in his fold, he discovered that one 
of the sheep was missing, for there were 
only ninety-nine. Aren’t ninety-nine 
shéep enough? If one sheep would not 
stay with the flock, didn’t he deserve to 
stay outside the fold and perhaps be 
eaten by the bears or lions? Surely he 
deserved some kind of punishment, 
didn’t he? 

But the Lord Jesus, who called Him- 
self the Good Shepherd (John 10:10), 
knew about shepherds. That is why He 
said that a shepherd who truly loved his 
sheep would make sure that the ninety- 
nine sheep were safely secure in the 
fold. ‘Then he would go out into the 
dark, dark§night, up and down the hill- 
sides, calling, calling, calling, until 
finally he found the one lost, straying 
sheep. Oh, how the shepherd loves his 
sheep! Oh, how the Lord Jesus loves 
us, who are His sheep. 

And today He warns us—as God 
warned His people through Hosea, His 
prophet—that sin must be punished. But 
because He loves us with an everlasting 
love, because He. alone knows how 
severe the punishment can be, He pleads 
with us to forsake any sin that is in our 
lives. He yearns that we should live lives 
that please Him. With His great shep- 
herd heart of love He says to you right 
now that if you will confess your sin 
(whatever it may be—lying, swearing, 
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Lesson for June 20 


stealing), He will forgive your sin (1 
John 1:9). Will you talk to Him about 
it now? 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 471) 

1, Isaiah and Amos. 

2. The northern kingdom, Israel, 

3. Great prosperity under: Uzziah in 
Judah and Jeroboam II in Israel. 

4. Rapid decline, moral declension, and 
political instability. 

5. His great Sorrow over his wife’s un- 
faithfulness, and his gracious dealings 
with her, gave him understanding of the 
love of God, and made him the tender, 
wooing prophet of Israel. 


6. As a moth (Hos. 5:12) and a lion 
(v. 14), 

7. That they will turn to Him and seek 
His face (5:15 to 6:3), 

8. It was a promise that never reached 
fulfillment, but quickly dissipated, 

9. Becayse they were drawn from the 
lowest of the people from the beginning 
(1 Kings 12:31). 

10. Not because of a concentration of 
people, but a concentration of crime, 


ELmuurst, ILL. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W, Lane, Jr. 


salt 


Sunday, June 20 


I. Freedom in Worship 
(John 4319-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
* used by permission. 
NEW series of three topics begins 
this week, and we are to consider 
successively “Freedom in Worship,” 
“Freedom in Disciplined Living,” and 
“Freedom ‘in Christian Citizenship.” 
Much has been spoken and written on 
the subject of freedom in recent years, 
‘ and we shall need to think carefully and 
clearly and to look to God for guidance 
and direction, so that we may not be 
fooled or confused by some of the high- 
sounding and very plausible but none- 
theless false ideologies that have been 
spread throughout the world to lure men 
and women from true freedom into a 
slavery whose foul hand reaches into 
every department of the life of an in- 
dividual. 
¥ pe ' 

First of all, as Christians we must rec- 
ognize that this is God’s world. Man has 
not made it and he cannot add a single 
milligram of matter -to what he found 
here when he came upon the earth. He 
is permitted to use for a short time that 
which God has created, and to’ modify 
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Handbook 
Practical Aids for 


Witnessing 
to Jews 


By Milton B. Lindberg 


, Every Christian should 
ve a . “Intense! 
Practical,” Dr. Torrey 


in. exactly 
,” Dr. Keith L. Brooks. 
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pss 


—— 


National's 








neon) | I HOME REFERENCE BIBLE 
Jrucdecg'h «2 Ghrieutn Beckatores BOUND ia the King James (Authorized) Version 

: ee ne aan Printed in “Crystal Clear” type, 
motican—__— terial ‘which includes Full Colo? 

terial which includes Full Colo 

MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP Atlas, Daily Bible Readings, 

Formerly Chicago Hebrew Mission Family Register and other con- 

818 Independence Blvd. Chicage 24, tlinois venient features, this beautiful 


National Bible is an invaluable 
addition to the home. In 11 
enduring styles from $6.00 up. 
















EVERY DAY GREETING TRACTS 


BIRTHS - DEATHS - WEDDINGS 
SICKNESS - CONVALESCENCE 
GRADUATIONS - ANNIVERSARIES 


QUE —org|\ APPLYING THE GOSPEL 
. pas to EVERYDAY LIFE erg OP gre 


National sisces 


AT LEADING BIBLE STORES 









Box ? 








BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND 888. Akron 





Ohio 








When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 









WITH 
TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 


In thousands of Sunday Schools across 
America, teachers using True-To-The-Bible 
lesson materials report: 


@ GREATER STUDENT INTEREST — among both children 
and adults 


@ LARGER ‘RESPONSE — lessons present the gospel and 
vital Scriptural truths in a clear, arresting fashion 
@ LASTING RESULTS — lessons promote spititual growth 
( Based'on International Uniform Sunday School Lessons) 
Quarterlies—Prepared by skilled teachers and Bible scholars. 
For juniors, intermediates, seniors, adults, shut-ins, 
teachers, young people's societies. 
Sunday School Papers — Attractive story papers chil- 
dren will take home and read. For seniors; juniors and 
intermediates; primaries. 
Manual of Visual Teaching — Beautifully colored 
flannelboard lessons — require no mounting. Excellent 
teacher's manual. For beginners and primaries. 
Pupil Activity Handwork —For use with Manual of jp, 
Visual Teaching. Pictures to color and verses to learn. [Pee SIM 
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CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, INC. 1517 North Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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it within certain limits, but he brought 
nothing into the world and he can take 
nothing out. 

5) 

In the second place, as Christians we 
must recognize that man also is God’s 
creation, and all mankind therefore be- 
longs to God because He is the Creator 
and maintainer of man and of all that 
man finds in His world. Because God is 
good, perfect, and holy, and because 
He is the Creator, He is entitled to man’s 
worship and praise. But true worship 
must be based upon love, respect, and 
free will. Compulsory worship becomes 


slavery, and is burdensome and degrad-. 


ing. And so God has created man with 
a free will and with a liberty of con- 
science that is “free from the doctrines 
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and commandments of men which are in 
any thing contrary to His Word, or be- 
side it, in matters of faith or worship.” 


Se 

Now, having placed man here upon 
the earth, it is a most reasonable thing 
that God should provide man with direc- 
tions as to how he is to live and what 
he is to do. We find that set of direc- 
tions in its simplest form in the Ten Com- 
mandments, the moral Law, from: which 
the civil laws of all . freedom-loving 
countries have been drawn. It recog- 
nizes and guarantees individualism, and 
it repudiates any notion of collectivism, 
Communism, and the totalitarian state. 
It is God’s perfect standard for man’s 
relationship, first of all to God Himself, 
and then to other men, and it should be 





Summer Camps and Conferences 





“A Bible Conference That Is Different” 


GITCHE GUMEE 


Eagle River, Northern Michigan 
“On the shores of Lake Superior” 
July 11 to August 28 
A camp the whole family will enjoy in Michigan’s 
beautiful Hiawatha-land. 
Rev. John J. Rader, Director Eagle River, Mich. 


TRI-STATE Offers 
“A vacation apart from the world” 
Write for illustrated folder 
Rev. F. Leon Taccart, Director 
TRI-STATE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
R. R. 1, Port Jervis, N. Y. Dept. T 
(New ownership and management since 1949) 








Stony Brook’s 45th 


Annual Conferences 
Stony Brook Y. P. Conference July 17 to 24 
General Bible Conference July 31 to Aug. 7 
For other conferences and folder, write to: 


JAMES E. HILL, Bus. Mgr., Stony Brook Assembly 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 














For a spiritually invigorating vacation, try the 


North Mountain Bible Conference 


Red Rock, Pa. (near Wilkes Barre) 
July 2nd-through August 22nd 


tstandi kers, excellent accom- 





America’s Pp 
modations, delicious food. 
Write: ROBERT W. LANCASTER, Box 22, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 
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¢ For the “Whole Man” 





_ REFRESH BODY, MIND AND 
SPIRIT WITH US... at 


» Cedar 


Lake Conference Grounds 


40 miles southeast of Chicago on Route 41 
CEDAR LAKE, INDIANA 


July 31 — August 7 


¢ For the Entire Family 
*. Beautiful Lake 


t Acc dations 
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¢ Many Recreational Facilities 
¢ Wonderful Fellowship 


CBMC 22nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


* Ideal Surroundings 
¢ Reasonable Rates 


ON EVANGELISM 


“‘He that winneth souls is wise’ — Proverbs 11:30 


Our principal speakers will be Mr. Harold Wildish of Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I., and Rev. Arley 


Bragg, pastor of the First Evangelical Free Church of Chicago. 
for his precious ministry in our 1952 Conference. 


Mr. Wildish will be remembered 
Mr. Bragg is a well-known radio preacher and 


pastor. Musical program will be in charge of the talented brother and sister team, Bill and Ruth 


Ohman, radio musicians and singers. 


Bill was General Douglas MacArthur's trumpeter in Tokyo. 


Added features will contribute much to the enjoyment and edification of all who attend. 
WRITE FOR PROGRAM AND INFORMATION TODAY 


CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MEN’S COMMITTEE 
Now in Our Own Building — 108 N. Dearborn Street 


Mailing Address: P. O. Box 1130 
Sponsors Chicago’s Noonday Services 


——— 


Chicago 90, Illinois 


Broadcast 12:30 p.m. (CDST) WMBI, 1110 ke. 
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noted especially that, when any dictator 
or any group of totalitarian leaders 
would set up # slave state to take away 
the individual rights of men, they first 
seek to destroy or discredit God’s moral 
Law as set forth in His Word. 


se 
Since God is man’s Creator and alone 
knows what will contribute most to 
man’s blessing and happiness, He has 
set down in the first four Command- 
ments what is to be man’s relationship 
to Himself. He calls upon man to wor- 
ship God alone and warns against the 
worship of‘idols, or any other thing that 
would take God’s rightfyl place in wor- 
ship and adoration. He does this, not 
because He is a cruel taskmaster, but 
because man’s greatest good and hap- 
piness are wrapped up in his rightful 
recognition of God as his Creator and 
Lord. He does not bind man to worship 
Him in some peculiar manner or at 
some particular place, but gives him the 
right to call upon Him wherever he is 
and in whatever manner he may choose. 
This is true freedom of worship, and we 
have But to turn our eyes to heathen lands 
where man has devised for himself false 
systems of worship to see the utter bond- 
age and abject fear and black despair 
that are in the hearts of those who turn 
from the living God to serve idols and 
false gods, 
ve 
But right here we need to see clearly 
that freedom to worship God is not a 
freedom not to worship. Communism, 
totalitarianism, and Fascism are not, as 
they would hav us think, merely 
exercising their “fight” not to worship 
in the same way that Christians exer- 
cise their God-given right to worship 
God. In their ultimate plan and pur- 
pose, Communism and _ totalitarianism 
and Fascism would deny any individual 
the right to worship God in any man- 
ner. This is the ultimate goal of these 
ideologies that are diametrically opposed 
to all that God stands for. 
se 
In a similar manner, atheists in our 
land have sometimes insisted that it is 
one of their “rights” that the Bible 
should not be read in our public schools, 
or that prayer should not be offered in 
our legislative bodies, and the like. And 
all too often Christian people have been 
willing to concede that this is one of 
their “rights.” But they forget that this 
land of ours was not conceived and 
founded and settled by atheists and un- 
believers. In a large measure, those 
who came here and through bitter priva- 
tion and sacrifices founded this country 
and established its schools and se€ up 
its governmént were God-feafing men 
and women, who came because they were 
denied the right to worship God in the 
way of their choice in the lands from 
which they came. What a travesty it is 
upon right and justice, then, when in- 
dividuals, who are ready and eager to 
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enjoy all the material benefits that have 

come through the principles set forth 

in God's Word, yet deny God and seek 

to destroy these foundation principles 

that have made our land what it is. 

To, bring such ingratitude and injus- 
tice closer home, what a‘ pity it is that 
we, who owe so much of our freedom to 
the Christian character and beliefs of 
our forefathers, should value our heri- 
tage so little as to be indifferent to 
Christian things and allow God’s Word 
te be discredited and His precepts to be 
ignored. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
+ 4 


Racing Against Time 
(Continued from second page) 


to temporal history. The Christian faith 
and hope does not exempt us from tak- 
ing part in temporal affairs, but it frees 
us from the haste, the over-excitement, 
the bitterness of those who live only for 
time. The thought of the door closed by 
death influences men and women, un- 
consciously, and is responsible for so 
much of their misery, bitterness, peev- 
ishness, and hatred. 

Time is the believer’s period of pro- 
bation, when he disciplines his body, 
remembering it is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. He strives to be faithful to the 
will of his Lord, knowing that beyond 
time he must give an account of His 
stewardship. He is ever, watchful, know- 
ing that one day his Lord may come. to 
close the door of human history, to put 
an end to time. The end of time for 
the believer is not the end of all things. 
Death closes the door on this temporal 

, life, but opens up a new begifning, a 
new life, a life that has no ending, a 
life free from all the ills and sorrows 
of this life. Thus, in the face of life’s 
greatest calamities, he goes on trustfully 
and tranquilly, knowing that nothing, 
not even death, can separate him from 
the love of God in Christ; and that the 
sufferings of the present are unworthy 
of comparison with the glory yet to be 
revealed. He is as sure of Christ, as 
of his own existence, and “he who sees 
the future sure, the baffling present may 
endure.” 

+ 


Spirit of God . . . an Influence? 
(Continued from second page) 


name “Spirit” in Mark’s record clearly 
means the Holy Spirit. 

“And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with “you for ever; even 
the Spirit of truth; whom the world can- 
not receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you” (John 14:16, 17). If it could be 
said that the Spirit of. God is only an 
influence, the same could be said of the 
Spirit of truth. But this is clearly the 
Holy Spirit, for in verse 26 the Lord Jesus 

s 









said, “But the Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you.” 

“The former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both 
to do and teach, until the day in which 
he was taken up, after that he through 
the Holy Ghost had given command- 
ments unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen” (Acts 1:1, 2). The One by whom 
the Lord Jesus gave commandments unto 
the apostles is obviously the same One 
who descended upon Him at His bap- 
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tism and who is described by Matthew 
as “the Spirit of God” (3:16). 

“Wherefore I give yok to understand, 
that no man speaking by the Spirit of 
God calleth Jesus accursed: and that 
no man can say that Jesus‘is the’ Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor, 12:3). 
Here we find the terms “Spirit of God” 
and “Holy Ghost” in the same verse, 
clearly referring to the same Person of 
the Trinity. Again, the Persons of the 
Trinity are inextricably associated in 2 
Corinthians 3:17, “Now the Lord is that 
Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty.” ’ 

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in 





Summer Camps and Conferences 








OUR 6Ist SEASON! 


vacation time 
you'll remember 
a lifetime— 


PLAN TO ATTEND 


WINONA LAKE 
BIBLE 
CONFERENCE 


July 25 to Sept. 6 


DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, Bible Conference Director 


CONFERENCE SEASON Write teday fer 


OPENS JUNE 8 and rates 


WINONA LAKE 


CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY, Inc. 


WINONA LAKE ¢ INDIANA 
L. H. Alfors, Executive Manager pro tem 


EXPECTING GREAT THINGS! . 


. you'll not be 


complete program 






disappointed! , 





* The spiritual ministry of interna- 
tionally-known Bible expositors. 
* Messages in song by outstanding 
singers and musicians. 

* Excellent accommodations — three 
hotels and 27 new motel units. 

%* Wonderful hospitality and delight- 
ful Christian fellowship. 

* Plenty of opportunity for recrea- 
tion and relaxation. 

* Good food—and plenty of it. Rates 
are reasonable. 
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emphasis on Fellowship with Local Church Leaders at Sunday After- 
noon Services (3) Conventions of Organizations holdi 

(4) Camp 
. P. and other Groups at 


As informer years—Art School during July, Music School in August. 
Don’t miss Maranatha— you miss TOO MUCH! Investigate. 
Write for Complete Folder TODAY. 


Sessions but Sharing in Conference Pr 
Tibet Lodge (accommodates 50) for 
Special ‘‘Camp” Rates. 
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Above—The result is con- 
regations of firmly estab- 
fished new believers like 
this one in Che Chun, 


Korea. 


Left — They hear the 
Gospel nightly in great 
tent campaigns like this. 


WORLD EVENTS 


may close the door tomorrow! 
NOW IS THE TIME TO EVANGELIZE 


JAPAN 
INDIA 


KOREA 
LATIN AMERICA 


FORMOSA 
GREECE 


TMough a trained native ministry and systematic every-creature crusade 


The Oriental Missionary Society’s trained 
ministry is the only hope for an indige- 
nous church in these fields in the event the 

oors close against our missionaries 
tomorrow. 


For this purpose God has raised up The 
Oriental Missionary Society Bible Train- 
ing Seminaries. 

Help us train natives NOW! 

Only $10 a month will train one of these 





J 





The Oriental‘Missionary Society also 
has 16 orphanages, 4 widows’ homes, 
2 leper colonies, 300 churches, 1 Bible 
school, and 4 clinics. Tons of food are 
sent monthly from this country. 




















Send contributions to: 
The Oriental Missionary Society 
° 900 North Hobart Boulevard 


Los Angeles 29, California 
Missionary Activity in 10 Nations 





vital messengers of the cross. 
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the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his” (Rom, 8:9). Here there are three 
variations in the name of the Holy 
Spirit: Spirit, Spirit of God, Spirit of 
Christ. 
ye 


The Riders of the Apocalypse 
(Continued from page 469) 


and its meager wages to purchase enough 
for a single meal. In_this third seal 
judgment, millions will perish by' the 
horrible death of starvation, 

The fourth seal is next broken, and 
the fourth living creature'calls, “Come.” 
Now the most dreadful judgment falls. 
Across the stage of time gallops a pale 
horse, livid, corpselike. His name is 
given, and that name is Death. He has 
a companion rider, whose name is Hell. 
These two archfiends and archenemies of 
the human race are now at large. Un- 
fettered and defiant, they begin their 
diabolical mission. Apparently there are 
two riders here, and it is not unreason- 
able to suppose there are two separate 
horses. Hell follows hard behind death. 
Death is in the saddle, and holds the 
reins spurring on his dreadful steed. 
Hell is his companion rider gleaning the 
fields that death has covered, gathering 
to his fiery bosom the fallen victims of 
the king of terrors’ to suffer through a 
long eternity. Their sphere of operations’ 
is an abandoned Christendom, where 
once the Gospel shone in all its bright- 
ness. Those professors, who refused 
through unbelief to accept its light, now 
behold, terror-stricken, these two arch- 
murderers of human souls running wild 
through Christendom on the commission: 
to kill the body and cast the soul into 
hell. They have four agencies—the 
sword, hunger, death, and beasts—with 
which to perform their ghastly work. 
They alone of all the riders are sent 
fied definitely by name. 

These appalling calamities cannot take 
place until the true ‘Church has been 
removed to Glory. While believers are 
safe with their Lord, these judgments 
will be taking place in a world that God, 
in His righteous wrath, has utterly aban- 
doned to judgment and given. over to 
the Devil and his demons. 

(To be continued) 


Victorious Life Conferences at 
America’s Keswick 


HE summer conferences at America’s 

Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., offer 
a fine opportunity for spiritual and phys- 
ical refreshment, in company with other 
Christians and amid beautiful surround- 
ings. There will be nine Victorious Life 
Conferences again this summer, Meet- 
ings are held, as a rule, in the mornings 
and evenings, leaving the afternoons 
free for tennis, boating, canoeing, swim- 
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postage. 
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ming, and other forms of recreation. 
The conferences planned for the com- 
ing summer are as follows: 
June 5-13—Student 
July 2-5—Fourth of July 
July ,10-18—Young People’s 
July 19-22—Ministers’ and Christian 
Workers’ 

July 24-August 1—Second July 
August 7-15—Young People’s 
August 21-29—Second August 

September 3-6—Labor Day 


An illustrated, two-color folder, giv- 
ing the names of the leaders and speak- 
ers, directions for reaching Keswick, 
registration and entertainment rates, and 
other helpful information will be sent 
gladly, upon request, by the Victorious 
Life Testimony, Inc., Room 711, Schaff 
Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, 

The Substitute Fund 

There are numbers of Christian. peo- 
ple, especially young folks, who would 
like to attend’a conference at America’s 
Keswick, but who cannot afford to. 


Others who have received blessing there ° 


are often glad to contribute toward the 
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Substitute Fund, to make it possible for 
others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. 

There are in this country many for- 
eign students, whom the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship would like to in- 
vite to the Student Conference, June 
5-13. But most of them cannot pay their 
own expenses, At Keswick the students 
will hear the true Gospel explained and 
they will receive thoroughly sound Bible 
teaching. Christians who have a special 
interest in seeing that foreign students, 
who may come from pagan countries, 
attend the Student Conference, may send 
gifts designated for “Foreign Students” 
to the address given below. 

Gifts for either of these funds should 
be so designated and sent to the Victo- 
rious Life Testimony, Inc., Room 711, 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 14 to 20 

Mon.—Hosea 4:1-5. 
The Lord’s Controversy. 
PraYER Succestions: “The Lord hath a 
controversy with the inhabitants of the 
land, because there is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the 
land.” God turns against people who 
turn against Him. He disputes their 
way of sin and condemns their violation 
of His Law. His attitude is the same 
toward all who break His Command- 
ments. Consider God’s controversy with 
due seriousness. Pray for the American 
Indian Mission, Inc.,*Hill City, S. Dak. 





‘Tues.—Hosea 4:6-9. Moral Ignorance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Because thou 
hast rejected ‘knowledge, I will also re- 
ject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to me.” Moral wickedness goes along 
with moral ignorance. All who forget 
God will find that God will forget them. 
The penalties of rejecting the Word of 
God are severe (Prov. 1:24-32). “It isa 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God” (Heb. 10:31). Pray for 
the Day School Gospel League, Toronto, 
Can, 


Wed.—Hosea 6:1-8. 
A Call to Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come, and let us 
return unto the Lord.” Revival follows 
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“I’m seventy-six years old. I have 
no dependents, but better than 
that, I’m dependent on no one! 

It is a source of great satisfaction 
and peace of mind to me to know 
that my investments in Moody 
Annuities give me not only a better 
regular income during my natural 
lifetime, but.also I have the added 
assurance that the principal will 
go on, indefinitely, doing the Lord’s 
work long after I have passed on.” 


Yes, Mr. S. (pictured above) is looking forward to the coming years. 
He has planned for them . . : planned wisely, both for his own needs 
and for the Lord’s. You, too, can be assured of a steady, generous 
> income for the rest of your life. After signing an annuity agreement, 
you are free from bother and worry. For 47 years Moody Annuity 
returns have arrived on time and have remained the same, regardless 
; of wars, depressions or other economic conditions. They are “burglar 
. proof” bécause they are worthless to anyone except the true owner. 
If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue to the real beneficiary 
without interruption. 

And, through investing your money in this way, you have the joy 
of knowing your dollars are being used to train missionaries, pastors 
and other Christian workers . . . and to proclaim the gospel through 
the printed word, gospel-science films, daily gospel broadcasts and 
the other varied ministries of Moopy BrB.e INstTITUTE. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET... 

Send the coupon today for your 

free copy of DouBLE DIVIDENDS. 

It'll tell you all you want to know about 
Moody Annuities... how they can be 
arranged to suit your circumstances and 
provide possible tax exemption. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ...NO OBLIGATION 
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1 MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S21 4 
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i Address. ! 
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‘close upon repentance. 










Revival is just 
another word.for getting right with God. 
As Hosea says: “He hath torn, and he 
will heal us; he hath smitten, and he 
will bind us up. After two days will 
he revive us: in the third day he will 
raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight.” Repentance of many convicted 
Christians is the first sign of revival. On 
real repentance note 2 Corinthians 7:10 
vs. Revelation 2:21. Pray for the Dental 
Training Course for Missionaries, Lin- 
coln, Nebr. 


Thurs.—Hosea 7:1-10, 
A Cake Not Turned. 
PraYER SvuccEsTIons: “Ephraim is a 
cake not turned.” Half-and-half Chris- 
fians usually are no Christians at all. 
If you have a divided heart, you are 
probably not a Christian. Christ did 
not come to destroy in us just a few 
works of the Devil. His salvation is for 
the whole body, soul, and spirit. His 
salvation makes a man righteous inside 
and out. Pray for the Hebrew Christian 
Fellowship, Inc., Philadelphia. 


Fri.—Hosea 8:1-7. 
Reaping the Whirlwind. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They have sown 
the wind, and they shall reap the whirl- 
wind.” Most troubles of this life are of 
our own making. We can make our- 
selves an uneaSy bed. Little sins .can 
cause great sorrows. As a little puff 
of wind heralds the coming of a cyclone, 
the troubles through sins in this life 
often intimate woeful sorrows of that 
life that is eternal. The wrath to come 
is made out of our willful sins in this 
life. Pray for the Pocket Testament 
League, Inc., New York City. 


Sat.—Hosea 10:9-13. 
“Time To Seek the Lord.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is time to seek 
the Lord” Revival is a great turning 
to God. We of this present time need 
to turn to God more than in any other 
period of ecclesiastical history. We have 
mostly the form of godliness but very 
little of its power. Many draw nigh to 
God with the lips, but few with the 
whole heart. This time of moral de- 
clension should drive sincere Christians 
to prayer for a work of the Spirit of 
grace. Pray for Railway Missions, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 


Sun.—Romans 6:1-11. A Cure for Sin. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but aliye unto God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” The grace of God 
in Christ is needed for delivergnce 
from sin as well as pardon for our 
sins. Our Lord did not come to save 
us from just a few sins. He came to _ 
save us from all iniquity and to purify 
us unto Himself a peculiar people. 
Are you one of His redeemed ones? 
Pray for the Rural Evangelistic Mis- 
sion of New Mexico, Inc., Gallup, 
N. Mez. 
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